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Q&A

Inthediscussionwhichfonowed,ⅣakanoYoshikospokeofherresponsetoもhe

experienceofvisitingtheKansaia.reawiththeotherFellows,Speoifica.lly,the

earthquakeJevastedSiteSaroundtheⅣagata.a.pea.ofRobe,andtheKamagasakia.Pea

wheredaylabopepsa.ndhomeleSSJapa.neseoongI'ega.te.Shesaid:"Whatstruckme

whnewalkingaroundtheseneighbophoodswa.sthatSeemtOfindonlytwokinds0f

posters:onefromLI)PandtheotherfromKomeZ'to.FromwhatIunderstandistha.t

theyapereallyconservativepartiesalthou91Icompletelyundersta.ndtha.ちtheir

spectrumiSba.sicallythesa.measma.nyotherparties,a.sIgatherfromyoursemina.P.I

wondered:wha.ちisgoingonhere9"Profes80PFujiwararespondedbySayingthatthe

votingbehaviorofminopitie8andthemapginalizedind■apanneedstobestudiedvery

capefuny,butthatfromcurrentda.ta,theirvotesa.smoreppagma.ticandpra.cticalthan

wha.Ioutsid占pSmightassume.Foponething,theyneedjobsandmoney.TheKomeito

andLDPapethetwopartiesthathaveverystrongloo°chapters,whiohrespondto

dailyoomplaintSfromthosewhoapelivingthere.

ASkingabout.na.turalizedXopean8,-ChingSunChunginquiredfupthepaboutthevote

inrelationtothisparticula.rminopitygroup.Profes80PFujiwaraobservedthat

naturalizedKoreanswhocanvotehavevotedLI)P.ChungwiShedtoknowabout

sourcesofthiskindofinformation,andProfessorFujiwa.ra.Saidthatsurveyshave

beenconduotedby800ialandpoliticalscientists.Eea.ddedthatthereisno

goveI'rmentSurvey.Continuingwithhisobsepvation80nXopea.nsinJapanvoting

patもems,hesaidthattheSocialistsusedtoha.vestrongsupport,andtherewere

certaingroupswhoseSOCialisthistorycomesfromthedays0fthecoalminesin

Eyushu.Themargina,lizedkeeponvotingconservatives.

SuparaJanchitfahaskedProfessorFujiwaraforcommentsinrelationtotheway

Thailandseemstobefollowingtheversionsofstate-creationapticula.tedinSingapore

andLAalaysia.Inresponse,PpofessopFujiwapafirstlyobservedtha,ちthetrendislikely

tocontinue.HethinksthepewillbegreaterconcentrationofpowerintheExecutive.

"Tightnowunderademocraticinstitutionyouhaveadefaotomonopolyofpolitical

powerintheofficeofthePrimeMinister.ThisiSnotexactlya,parecase.Thisisakind

ofwhatIcalldelega.Livedemocpa.cyopdelegationthattakespla.cewithindemoopatic

ppooesses."Ⅱeaddedhoweverthatthistrendmaggoonfopaconsiderabletime,but

miglt,Ontheotherha.nd,ea.silycollapse.Janchitfahinquiredafterthepossibilityof
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arrestingthistrend,towhichthepeBPOnSeOfPpofes80rFujiwapaobservedthathe

believesちha.tthenextpoliticalbattle軒011ndisgoingtobea.boutthedistributionof

financialpe80uPOeSbetweenna.tionalgovernmentandlocalgovernments.ASmore

politicalmovementsandⅣGbsgiveuptheirattemptstOChangena.tionalpolitics,and

astheyputmoreempha.SisonloealpoliticS,therealbattlegpoundwouldbethe

distributionoffinancialpesoupcesbetweenthecenterandthelocal.In80meWaUS,

actually,tha.IiSe濫a.CtlywhatiStakingplaceinJapanpigltnow,heSaid.

IIam Samnanginquiredaboutthemajorcomponentsthatconstitutedemocra,cy.He

citeshisCOnteXtinCa.mbodia.,whichnominallyiSademocracy,butwiththesame

persongettingthepowertoleadformorethantwoterms.I"CanyOuCallthiscountry

democracyopnotr

ProfessorFujiwapasaid.I"ByanytwistOfdefimition,ⅠwouldnotcallCambodia.

democpa.tic."Ⅱequalifiedimmediately:"EepeI.mnotusingthewopd一motdemocpaoy-

asacriticismbecauseJa.panmayhaveademocracywhichdoesnotreallycountas

much.ButhavingSaidthat,todefineademocracy,wewouldneedfullpolitical

pa,rticipationandtherightofassocia,一ion.Also,election."
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SUMMAR℃CORESEMINAR3

''TheWaronTerrorandHumanSecun'ty:GLobaLFascl'smand
theCriml'naLl'zationoftheInformalCommunl'tiesw

ByMushakojiKinhide

PROFESSORMUSHAXOJISta.rtedbypresentingtheconceptof̀humanSeCurity'as

definedbytheReportofthetlnitedⅣa.一ionsCommis'siononHumanSecupity.Itstates

thathumansecupiもy(orpeople-sSeOuPity)iSeconomic,POlitical,andmilita.py

Security;andtheempowermentofthemostinSeCuPepeople,notjuStthoseoftherich

a.ndthepowerful.

WhilerecognizingtheroleplayedbyOSamabinLadeninthemobilizationof

Americanpubliooplnionfopthewaronterror,Profes80PMushakojiemphasizedthat

the9/11a.ttackonlytriggepedoffwha.ちhadlongbeenplanned,thatistosag,a,waron

terrorism.Hea.ssertedthatthepost-ColdWa.rUnitedSt如eSneededtocreate"new

thpea,ts"tobuildupitSmilitapyamaments.Theyhencedevelopednewdangers,

namely:transna,tionalcriminalorganizationsenga.由nginSuOha,ctivitieSaShuman

tpaffiokinganddrugSmugging;andterpopiSm.

ProfessorMuShakojiarguedもhatitisbothinterestingandStPangetOSeethe

USpersistinginitsmilitaryadva.noementattheexpenseOftheothernations■raz'son

a-Btat.'democpacy.I)espitethedemocraticprincipleseparatingpoliceandmilitary

forces-tOaVOidmi1itapiSticdictatorship-thepoliceandtheUSmilitarybeganto

mergeintheearly1990-8inopdeptotackleexternalthpeaも.Profe880rMushakoji

remarkedthatintheUSpresently,a.StrongStatea,ndaneollibepaleconomictheoI'y

coexist.Theliberaltraditiona.llowsSta.teStOplayonlya.mimimumroleand由vethe

freema.pketfullfreedom(i.e.the-灯ightWatchmanState■).ProfessorMuShakojiisof

theopinionthattheproblemresidesintheapplication,byPresidentGeopgeW.Bush,of

thenineteenthcentury-nightwatohmantheory'tothet∫s.America.hasthusbecomea

verystronggloba,1nightwatchman;indeed,Withtheverystrongestnuclearca.pability.

PpofessopMushakojifurtherStatedtha.tthisphenomenoniSnotneCeSSa.rilya

USinvention,butemergesoutofthegloba,Ieconomy.DeSCPibingthisglobaleconomy

asneo-liberal,hepointsoutthatithasbeeninもhecauseoffinforma,liza.tion'-inthe

sensethatもhenewconstitutionalismisbasedontheneo-1ibera.1globaleconomy,or

wha.tStephenGillcalls.disciplinaryneo-liberalism.IThela,ttertermmea.nsthatallthe

rulesandprinciplesもhatusedtoSuppOPtWelfa.rearenow宕earedtowa,rdprotecting
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thefreemapkeも.Theruraleconom訊nOtreOeiving8uppOPtfromtheState,becomes

morea,ndmoreinformal,genera.tingmigrantswhomovetotheⅣopthbywayof

informalchannelsamicpeateinformalsettlements(i.e.SlumB)inthebigoitie80fthe

Ⅳorth.ⅡugeinformalnetworksarebeingcreatedinthismanneII

TheSeinformalnetworkstendtobepegapdedintheⅣopthaBCriminalinShape.

ButProfessorMuShakojiarguesthatwhatiStrulycriminaliStheexolusionapy

natureofformalstpuctureS.Thosewhohavebeennegleotedandeliminatedbythe

Sta,te,Whoaremovingtothe肝orthaSillegalandsmuggledmigrantsOPもra.mCked

women,a.rethesourceOfprofitfortransnationalcriminalorgamizationS.SinceitiS

difficulttoSpOtandcontrolthesetpansnationalorganizationS,a.mOngOther

practices,thevictimsofSuOhcrimesa.retreatedascriminalBandoftenprosecutedaS

such.

Thiscpiminalizationoftheviotimsofcriminalorganizationshasbeen

developingveryrapidけSincethe1990■8,addinganother80uPCeOfin8eCuPity.There

area.growingnumberofSurveillanceSystemsidentifdingandppofuing'PoSSible.

SuSpeOt80fterropiSm,notOnlyintheUnitedStatesbutalsoinotherpa.ptaofthe

world,includingJapan.

Theppoblemwiththisa.PPPOaChisthathumaninsecurityinglobalizationand

informalizationcrea.tesaviciousCycle.ThegreaterthepresSuPetheformalpoliceand

militaryplaceimposeontheinformalcommunities,illegalmigrantBand80

forth一七heStPOngerformalcontrolbecomes;andthestrongerformalcontrolgets,the

GreatertheSenSeOfinsecurityformorepeople.PpofesBOrMushakojiSuggeBtedthat

theidealwautolocateatepropiBtSuspectistogain8uPpOPtfromtheinformal

communitiesthemselves.Todo80,governmentsneedtobuildmutualtruStand

communicationwithsuchcommunities.

TheppeSentSituation,however,iSquitethecontrary.Ⅳeithepthestates(nor

civilsociety)northeinformalcommunitytpuSteachother,a,aaresultincpea8ingthe

SenSeOfinsecurityandmiStruStOnbothSideB.

Ppofe880rMuShakojibelievesthatcommunitiesshouldinStea.dbebuiltoman

acknowledgemenもofneeds,rationality,血dgender/classequality.Coincidentally,the

UⅣReporton王IumanSecupityemphasizesthata.people'SSenseOfSeCuPityshould

notonlybebasedonindividualsecurity,butal800nthatofthecommunityorgroup.

OnemustStPengbhenthesenseofSecurityofacommunityandelimina.tetheBOurCeS

ofinsecurityfeltcollectively,particula,rlyininfopmalcommunities.

Atthisjunotupe,PpofesBOPMushakojicontpaStedtheUⅣReporもandtheBO-

CalledBushDoctrine(theUSnationalsecurityStPategy).FipSt,theBushDoctrine
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a.rgueSちha.ち"we"apeexperiencinga.hiStOricalmomentofpeace,beca.useallthebig

powerstha.ちusedtoconfrontea.chotherarenowunitedandfollowingthelea.aofthe

USinfightingもhecommona.dvepsapy(i.e.,terrorists).hcontrast,thetmHuman

securityReportsaysthatgobaや tioniscreatingaveryinSe叩 eWOrld･Amerelook
a.ちthebigpowepsmi91taOtualIygiveusもheimpressiontha.ちweapeinana.geofpeace,

butaolosepobserva.Lionofthepeoplelivingindifferentcommunitieswillrevea.1
extremelyhigllevels0fthesenseOfinsecurity.

Secondly,thetlSnationalsecurityStPategya,PgueStha.ちthecurrentthreaもto

civilizationisfromsinistepandirpeSpOnSiblepeoplewhohaveacoesβも080ienceand

technology;accessWhichheretoforewastheexclusiveprerogativeofthoseWho

thoughtthemSelveSresponsible:thecivilized.Thus,theUShasa.missionto

unilaterallyandpreempti,velyeliminatethepotential80uPCeSOfthrea.t80ntheother

Sideofciviliza.Lion.TheUⅣreportonHumanSeourityi80Piticdofthisposition,and

asSePtSthaもwhatiscalleda.waront占rpor-onlyreoognizeSShort-termreaction,ノ(
failingtotakeintoaccountthesystemOfSta.teterrOPi8m･Moreover,manyi.ndividualS

havebeenmi8takenlyちrea.tedasterropiStS.Intheoonfu8ion,manyofthosewholivein

conditionsofgreatinsecurityβeenindistinctfromtepporistsa.ndcpimina.ls.

FinalIy,thisBush.doctrine.Seespovertya8asourceOftepporism,and

terroristsaSthosewho'miStakenlylresorttoterrorismtorelievepoverty.InStea.d,it

insiStStha,IfreemarketCompetitionistheonlywagtoeliminatepovertybeca.useby

freecompetition,thequalityoflifeofeconomicactorsiSPaiSed-asaresultpove吋

willbeelimina.ted.Ontheotherhand,theUNReport,whilepecoenizingちha.tthe

beneficialeffeotSgeneratedbythema.rketeconomy,aSseptstheneedfopits

pegula.一ion,inordertoassurethewelfareofもhedisadvantaged.

ProfeSSOPMushakojialsomaintainedthatgloba.1alliancesa.reindispensable

inthepursuitofhumanSecurity,andthattheywillhavetobemultilateral,fophuma.n

seollrityoanonlybeblliltwiththecoopera.LionofdifferentSta.teSa.ndtheUN.Yet,not

onlyshouldallia.noesbe'top-downfromtheUⅣLcitizensshouldalsoworkwith

thoselivingininseollrity.Inotherwords,theeffortstorealizeSecurityShouldbe

multilateral,aswella.8multilayered.

InooncluSion,PpofeSSOPMushakojiofferedthreereoommendationβ,aStO

howtopromotehumansecuritywithinthetermssetforthtqthetJⅣReporton

EumanSeoupity.

Firstly,theinformalcommunitieSintheSouthwhichareincreasin射

insecurewithintheglobaleconomy,andtheinformda.ndinsecureoommunitiesinthe

Northbuiltbya.growingnumberofmigpantSandtraffickedpeople,shouldbe
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tpanSformedintoSeCuPeCOmmunitieS,andthepeoplelivingwithinthese

communitiesempowered.

Secondly,thecurrentheigltenedlevelsofmutualfeelingofthpeatand

mi8truStbetweencivilsocietyandthe80TCalledillegalmigpantSmustbealleviated.

ThereshouldbeacommonSenSeOfSeCOpitybetweentheleastinsecureinformal
societieSandcivilsociety-inordertobuildmutua.ltruStandcommonSecurity.Also,

SuchmutualsecurityshouldbebuiltamongeommunitieSintheSouthwithdifferent

identities.

Thipdly,anewtheoryofdevelopmentandpeacemustbebasedonthe

networkingofSeCuPitycommunities,fopmalandinformal.Profe880rMuSha.kojiupgeS

thedevelopmentofdemocracybasedontheparticipationofpeople,butnotmerelyin

terms0fcreatingpoliticalpa.ptieSandhavingelections.

PpofessorAAushakojia,ddedaSanendnotethatworktowardshuman8eCuPity

shouldalwauSbecombinedwithhumanliiehtSadvocacyandhumandevelopment.

UnjustPegimeS,heca.utionS,havebeenknown toemergefromworkthatfocuSeS

exclusivelyonhumansecurity･

ASkedtoa.pticulatehisdefinitionoftepporism,PpofessopMushakojiobserved

that80metimeS,terrOPiStSCreategreaterinsecuritybytheirSelf-sacrifioing

themselves,ironicallytoincrea.sethelevelofsecurityforthoseWhomtheylove.Part

ofteppopismiSSelf-sacrifice.Howevep,hecontinued,tepporismcannotbelookeda.tin

anypositiveethicalormoralway,becausethatself-Sacrificeleadstogreaterlevels

ofinseoupity.

PpofessopMuShakojithinkSもhataskingaboutthecauSe80fteproriSmiSnota

legitimatequestion.ItiSaquestiontha.ちShouldbealwaySaskedtogetherwith

another:whatrationaledoesbigpowerhavetomaintainnuclearcapability?There

aremanytypesofiviolenceusedbySta.teandnon-Sta.tea.CtOPS,amongWhichiS

tepropiBm.Tepporismdoesnotworkina.situationwherenation-Stateshaveadequate

legitimacy,becausethenpeoplewouldrelyontheStatetOProtecttheirSeCuPity.

Presently,however,alltheinStitutionalstaもeSaSprotectorsa.Pelosingtheirea.paeity

toprotecttheirownpeople.

Whenpeoplecannotseekprotectionfromthestate,theywillrelyonother

communities-religiouscommunities,forexample.Guerillaactivitiesandterrorism

a.reotheravenues.AlthoughProfessorMushakojidenouncedtheseStra,tegies,heal80

Observedhowstatesa,reincreasinglyirresponsibleinthisrespect;andhowtheydo

notreallyhaNethepowertoprotecttheirpeople.Poverty,hea.sserted,Cannotbe

viewedasexclusivelythecauseofterpopiSm.
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SUMMARY.･RES0URCESEMINARI

L'NewTrendofReugl'onjnJapanandtheRoteofMedia･.
TheCaseofAUM〝

ByMoriTatsuya

PRIORTOTEESEMNARbyMopiTa.tSuya,theFellowshadtheopportunitytowatch

"A"(1998)anduAa"(2002),bothMoriworks.EebeganbydeSCPibingthevapiouS

reactions(inhisview,oftenovep-pea.otions)hefacedwiththereleaseofboth"A"and

"Aa"Suchreaotionsmaybeinsummarizedbythefactthaもabouthalfofthe

invitationshereceivedforSCreeningorCvinglecturesonthetwofilmshadbeen

cancelled.EventheSCreening80rlecturesthaもafbepallwerereali2;ed,hadmet佃もh

interventionsfromvariousgPQupS,includingthepoliceforce.Moriassertedthatthis

attitudefromJapanese800ietyiSlikelythesamepeaotionitiSShowingtowardthe

cultwhichca.llsitselfAumshZ'Tm'kyo(SupremeTruth).

Moriarguedtha.t血panesesocietyhaschangedSinoethe1995Tokyosubwa;y

a.ttackbysomefollowersofAnmwhousedtheletha.IgasSaPin.Increasingly,the

Ja･pa･nesefeelthreatenedbyima.ginapyenemies,andthey8eekanSWePSinincreasing

militariza,一ionorseverefopm80fSurVeilla.nee.Theultimateformofcrisis

ma･nagement,a.CcordingtoMori,hasbeentocreateanima由naryenemya.nd

preemptivelyattackthateneTny.ThisiSWhatAmericansdida,fterthe9/11telpropist

attack･Many血panesecriticizetheAmerica.nsforthewagtheyhavechangedafter

9/11,buttheydonotpeali2;ethattheyhavebeenreactinginthesamewaysincethe

subwaySa,pinga.SSing,Mopiasserted.

Inthesamevein,hebelievesthattheJapanesearebecomingmuchless

tolera,nttowardcpiminalSandcrimes,and.theytendtofallintothedualiSmOfgood

vepSuSevil,notseeingthe'gpayzones..In1999,a.heateddebatetookplaceinand
outsidetheDietonwhetherornota.SubversionProtectionLawshouldbecreatedto

regula.tethea,ctivitie80fAnm.Thebillwa.らdismisseda.ちthattime,reflectingthe

opiniontha,titwa,sgoingtoofar.Twoyearslater,however,anewbilltò̀regula.tethe

activities0fgroupsthathavecommittedarandomma88-mllrdep"(the80-Calledhum

∬ewLaw)wasintroducedintheI)let,anditwaS昌Olelyintendedtohindepもhe

activitiesofAum(orAlef,asitca,llsitselfnow).Althoughthecontents0fthebillarea

re-wordingoftheSubversionPpoteotionLa;W,thistimethebillwaspassedintolaw

withoverwhelmingsupport.
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Mori8aidtha.imanypeoplewhohaveseen"A"or"A2"a.peSurprisedtoSeehow

peaoefulandgood-natupedmostOftheÅumfollowersape.Peopletendtoorwishto

believetha.ちÅumfollowepSareVillainouSandbloodthirstymurderers.Tohim,iti80f

greatimportancetoSeekthereasonsWhySuchgood-maturedpeopleendup

committinghorribleacts.ⅡealsoaJ'guedtha.twhenhumansformacertaingroup,

thereapemomentswhentherulesandintepeSt80fちha,ちgroupprevailoverthefeelings

andmind80feachmemberofthegroup.Coppopa,tecI'imeSandwarsacegoodexamples

ofSuchmoments.Mopipepeated吋8treSSedthatima由nation-thati8,ana.bilityto

imaginethatthemostviciousCriminalopterroristiSalsoahuma.nbeing-iSVitalin

theprocessOfconfrontingthedangerofSuchcollectiveoutrage.

Mopibelievesちha.Ihatredreincarnatesa.ndpeppetpa.teSitself.Inhating

80methingor80meOne,Peoplerejectseeingtheobjectoftheirhatred.Withtheobject

ofhatredunseen,itincrea.singygow8町SteriouSa.ndthreatening-further

escalatingthelevelofhate.Mopi-Sdocumentarie80nAnmSeektoaddreSSthis

escalation.

Mr.MoI'ialsoShapedwiththeFellows80meOftheinSideandsequelstoriestO

thefilms,andthetechmicalelementoftheshooting.
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''Natl'onaLl'smandADiscourseonJapaneseUniqueness"

ByGAVANMcCoRMACK

PROFESSORGmA∬McCormackexppeSSedtheopimionthatJa,pa.nesesocietyissick.

Theailmentmaybeobserved,heSuggested,inaseriesofoutrageousstatements,

madebyprominentpoliticalfigupesinJa.panintheyear2003."It-8nObigdealnot

keepingapromise."(PrimeM:inistepKoizumiJun.ichipoonhisnothavingkepthis

platform:27Janua.ry)"KoreansduI'ingthewaraskedtohavetheirna.meSChangedto

Japanesenames.ⅠもwastheipwishtobecomeJa.panese."(As°Ta,po:31Ma;y)"Gang

rapesareOXbecauseitShowSyOung抑Sareingoodshape."(O屯ASeiichi:26June)

"Womenwhodon'tevenproduceonechild,afterrejoicingintheirfreedom,havecome

askingtobelookedafteI'fortaxes."(FopmepPrimeMinisterMopiYoshipo:26June).

Thela.tterfopmepPMalsosaid,in1999,ちha.tJapanisala.ndofgodscentepedonthe

Emperor.

ProfessopMcCormickarguedthatSuchepisisproportionsofpolitical,

eoonomiCandsocialirpesponsibilityinppesentdayJapaniSa.consequenceOfthe

distortions0nthepost-1945JapanesepsycheproducedbyaSystemちha.thas

consolidatedもheprinciplesofcover-up,irresponsibility,andforgetfulness.

Inopdeptopresenta.fdlerpicture,ProfessorMcCopmackfirstpefeppedtothe

riseofneo-nationalisminJapaninthe1990-ら,whichhasbeenmademanifestin

va.Piousca.mpaignsimplemented吋anumberofpowerfdpolitical,a.cademicand

mediaopganiza.一ions.Theintroductionofanewhistorytextbookwhichtriedto

"instilla.senseofnationalppideandthesenseof■corpectThistopyandretumtothe

pure,bright,superiorJapaneseidentityofformeryears"(1996),andthe

peinStatementOfthena,tionalflag(H7'nomaru)andanthem(K7'mz'gayo)asofficially

sanctionednationa.1Symbols(1999),areamongtheexppeSSionsofthisneo-
nationalism.

Theseneo-nationalistrevisionistshavealsocampaignedfopeduca.tionaland

constitutionalreformstorecoverwhattheybelievetobetheltruelJapaneseSPiritof

.WhatiSJapan?.a.ndlWhoapetheJapanesepeople?.Theyhencecriticizethe

FundamentalLawofEducation,whichwasadoptedin1947bytheGeneralMcArthup-

1edoccupationforcesfopbeingaumivepsalist,rightsba.seaformula.
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ThepeiSa.hearkeningbacktothemodelofthelmpepialRescript80fEducation,

aSa.CPedtextiSSuedbytheMeijiEmperorin1890.Thepevisiomistsofthe1990'8

8tPeSSeSmOra.lily,patriotism,discipline,self-Sacrifice,tradition,andcommunity

SePVice.IThemajorppomotepsoftherevision,i.e.themajorneo-nationalist

organizations,wishtopurgetheourpentconstitutionofthepa.cifistoonstpaintof

Article9,sotha.tJapa.ncanposSeSSa.ndemployarmedforcesjustlikeother'gpeat

powers.I

CommontothesecampaignsisthestrongbeliefthatJapanShouldeliminate

theponutinginfluenceofforeignculturesthatcorruptthetrueJa.paneSeSpirit,and

petupntothe■pure.Japan.Infact,thisCurrentOfthougltdatesbacktothe

seventeenthcentury,whenagroupofSCholarSCalledthe'MitoSchooltregarded

ChineseCiviliza.Lionasanahen,pollutingSubStanCeOnthepureessenceOfJapanese-

neSS.Ⅰnreconsideringtheanswepsto"WhatisJa.pan?''or"Wba.IiSJa.paneSeneSS?''

theyhavethougltitnecessarytogetridofSuchthispollutinginfluence.

Thisidea.ofrpureJa;panese'wastobepeinfopcedanddevelopedbythe

nineteenthcentury,intoanotionofJapana.sadistinct,divinelychosen,supepiop

people,unitedarounda,Semi-divineemperor.野ineteenthcenturyJapa.nalsodecided

todefineitsidentityasnon-Asian,or〟datsu-A"(thatiS,●gettingawayfpomAsia:oP

-PejectingAsia-).

Untilthe1930■S,ProfessorMcCopmackmaintained,thisideologyofJapanese

uniquenessand8upePiorityhadbeena.ちleastfun也ionallySuccessful,helpingthe

Ja;paneseStateSurviveinad呼eatilogimperialistworlda.ndthentogrow

induStPiallyasaumitedeconomicunit.MoI'any,however,itfailedtoarticulatea

messageofunivepsalappealtothepeoplesofEastAsia..Theempirefailedtoachieve

anymoralcongpuenceandin1945itcolla.pSed,

Retupningtohismaina.rgtlment,heSuggeStSthattheailmentofJa,panese

societytodayisatleastpartlyI'00tedinthisideologyofmono-cultupalism-which

hadbotanyfailed,butwa.8retainedafter1945.Parad砿ically,itwaspreserved

principallyuponthedemandofGeneralDouglasMcApthur.

Fopinexonepa.tingtheEmperorofwa.ppeSpOnSibility,theAJliesafter1945

ppesepveda.copeofippesponsibilityattheheartoftheoldsystem;thatis,inthe

personoftheEmperor.Wa.shingtonevenrebuffedmovesfromwithintheJa.panese

esta.blishmenttohavetheShowa.Empepopa.bdica.tetoa.cceptresponsibilityforthe

wa,p.TheoccupationforcesWereOftheopiniontha.tUSnationalinterestswouldbe

bestservedbyBubSCPibingtotheemperorsyStemandtherelatednotionofJapanese

distinctnessanduniqueness.Theirargumentwa.stha.I,solongasenoughpeoplein
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Ja.panCanbepersuadedthattheypoBSeSBa.unlque,Superior,nOn-AsianJa.panese

identity,inwhichtheEmperoriBaSymboloforganicwholeneSS,linchpinofmonO-

culturdism,sourceofpacialandculturalpurity,andquintessenceOfJapanese-ness,

thereisnofearoftheemergenceofanyASiancommumityopcommonwealthfrom

whichthetJSmi91tCOnCeivablybeexcluded.SolongallthatiSmaintained,Japancan

neverthpea.tentheU■Sbythecreationofanaltepna,Livepoleintheglobalsystem.Thus,
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KoreathanitisasymptomofJapa.n●Sdeep-seededsenseofitsidentitya88upePior

andnon-Asia.n.Onthecontpapy,theJapanthatEangandWadaenvisagewouldbenot

mono-pacialandmonolultural,andinsteadmulti-pacialandmulti-oultural.When

Wa.da,Ⅹangandotherstalkaboutthe'public,'theyarenottalkingaboutthe

ethnicallydefinedracial-na.tionalcommunityofthemodernJapanesestatetowhich

consepⅧtivesandneo-nationalistsClingsotenaciously,butノtheyareimaBninga.

trulyradicalnewidentity.

IfSuchanalternativevisionspreadsandgainsadherents,theevolutionof

modernJa.panmigltinthelongtermcometobeseena.aappoce888tPetChingfromthe

datsu-A(gettingoutofASia)ofthe188018tOdatsu-nzlchz',gettingoutopgoingbeyond

thewell-establishedtpa.dition80fJapaneseidentityasunique,8upePiopnon-Asia.The

challengetha.tintellectualsfacenowiStOgenerateSuChanundepsta.ndingofpa.st
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history,ppeSentpolitical,economiCandculturaJun depStanding,andaspirationsfor

thefuture,thatcouldbeshapedbypeopleacrosstheexistingnation-statefpontieps.

TheimaginingofSuchanewcomm血 tyhasa.ちleastbegun .

ProfessorMcCormackbelievesthatthewaveofneo-nationalistandneo-

conservativerevisionismisstiHstrong.ln2001.theMinistryofEducation,Culture.

Spons,Science,andTechnology(MEXT)adoptedits'EducationReformPlanforthe

21stCentury:andsincethentheMinisterlsadvisorybodyhasformallyrecommended

revisionoftheFundamentalLawofEducation.Onceadopted,publicspiritedness,
moralityandloveofcountrywilIbeincorporatedasobjectivesoftheeducationsystem･

Nthregardtothisargument.A代hurStockwin,FormerDirectoroftheNissan

lnstitute.St.AnthonyCollege.OxfordUniversity,一aterassertedthatthedecisionof

McArthurtokeeptheEmperorwasratherareasonableone;HadtheEmperorbeen

abolished-theoccupationexercisewouldhavebeenimperiledbyabacklashagalnSt
it.



ANNEX B.6

SUMMARY, RESOURCE SEMINAR IV 

“Petit Nationalism Syndrome – The Rise of Nationalism in the 

Younger Generation and its Socio-Cultural Background”

By Kayama Rika

PROFESSOR KAYAMA RIKA first characterized some of the recent phenomena that 

are particularly apparent among young Japanese in terms of: an overt exhibit of pride 

and affection in things Japanese; an innocent embrace of the national anthem 

(kimigayo) and the national flag (hinomaru); and the affirmation of a nationalistic 

view of Japanese history. Statements made by certain well-known figures that praise 

the wars Japan conducted against Asian countries, or a manifestation of such a view in 

a new textbook which has tried to 'adjust' the 'self-abusive' view of Japanese history, 

have gained support among some of the youth of Japan. An increasing number of 

people are likewise favoring the revision of the Constitution in order to enable Japan to 

possess an army. 

Professor Kayama labels these phenomena as the rise of nationalism. 

However, she argues that what is being witnessed now is different from 'traditional' 

nationalism. Rather, it is, in Professor Kayama's coinage, petit nationalism—a 

symptom in the psychological sense that issues from one's personal sense of risk, and 

a tool to restore his or her sense of security. She further asserted that such a sense of 

insecurity is also manifested in the sharp increase in crime rates, in the open call for 

economic sanctions or actual military attack against North Korea, in an extremely 

low tolerance toward mentally-handicapped people who have committed crimes, and 

in an abnormal cry for authorities to impose surveillance systems. In sum, the 

Japanese sense of insecurity appears to have made them more vulnerable and at the 

same time aggressive. They have adhered to the idea of being 'different,' 'abnormal' or 

'marginalized.'

Professor Kayama draws from her work in psychiatry to arrive at 'treatments' 

or solutions to the pathology of petit nationalism. She qualifies that not everyone who 

suffers from psychological distress or from a sense of insecurity express themselves 

in this manner. (Some commit suicide, for example.) But she suggests that petit 

nationalism can lead to traditional nationalism. She furthermore suggests that as a 

first measure,  Japanese youth have to be made to realize that their nationalistic 

sentiments issues from personal fear, low self-esteem and sense of insecurity. Then, 

the next step will be to learn to see things from wider historical perspectives. 

Asian region's one hundred eighty years of war—beyond the existing superpower 

nuclear confrontation, the militarized division of Korea, and the frozen confrontation 

between Japan and Russia over the 'Northern Islands.' 

Kang Sang-jung, a Japan-born ethnic Korean scholar, offered an elaboration of 

Wada's vision in his statement to the Diet's Constitutional Research Commission in 

March 2001, in which he called for transforming the existing dependent relationship 

with the US into a pact between equals and balancing it with a web of Northeast Asian 

linkages around which a European-style East Asian community would slowly cohere, 

integrated around steadily increasing flows of capital, technology, labor, and culture; 

marked by region-wide, infrastructure projects designed to seal the unity of the 

region, including new communications (undersea railway tunnels, fiber-optic and 

satellite-based intelligent communications); and an opening of all states to the 

languages and cultures of their neighbors. 

Such discussion is commonly presented as blocked by the North Korean 

problem, and to an extent, it is true, Professor McCormack agrees. North Korea is a 

huge problem. But the block in question is less an effect of the problems with North 

Korea than it is a symptom of Japan's deep-seeded sense of its identity as superior 

and non-Asian. On the contrary, the Japan that Kang and Wada envisage would be not 

mono-racial and mono-cultural, and instead multi-racial and multi-cultural. When 

Wada, Kang and others talk about the 'public,' they are not talking about the 

ethnically-defined racial-national community of the modern Japanese state to which 

conservatives and neo-nationalists cling so tenaciously, but they are imagining a 

truly radical new identity. 

If such an alternative vision spreads and gains adherents, the evolution of 

modern Japan might in the long term come to be seen as a process stretching from the 

datsu-A (getting out of Asia) of the 1880's to datsu-nichi, getting out or going beyond 

the well-established traditions of Japanese identity as unique, superior non-Asia. The 

challenge that intellectuals face now is to generate such an understanding of past 

history, present political, economic and cultural understanding, and aspirations for 

the future, that could be shared by people across the existing nation-state frontiers. 

The imagining of such a new community has at least begun. 

1
 Professor McCormack believes that the wave of neo-nationalist and neo-

conservative revisionism is still strong. In 2001, the Ministry of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) adopted its 'Education Reform Plan for the 

21st Century,' and since then the Minister's advisory body has formally recommended 

revision of the Fundamental Law of Education. Once adopted, public spiritedness, 

morality and love of country will be incorporated as objectives of the education system.
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according to Mr. Muto. Their main concern was to protest against Japan's 

involvement in Korean War, and to protest as well the willing support of the Japanese 
1Government for an American war.   This peace movement was escalated as a result of 

the signing of the San Francisco Peace Treaty in 1952, which put an end to the US 

Occupation of Japan and made Japan an independent nation once more. (Some 

Southwestern islands, including Okinawa, remained under the US sovereignty).  

The Peace Treaty stipulated that all foreign troops should leave Japan within 

ninety days. Simultaneously, however, the Japan-US Security Treaty which was 

signed, provided that American troops would stay in Japan permanently. This 

contradiction marked the beginning of the long postwar political, militaristic and, 

ideological process for Japan. 

Mr. Muto thus described the peace movement of the 1950's as mainly an anti-

base movement. It was inspired by the promises of the Constitution and their strong 

belief that Japan must be peaceful, free from military bases, and that the postwar 

Japan must choose a new course distinct from the imperial course which Japan had 

followed since the beginning of the Meiji Era. 

This public belief and efficacy in the correctness of this choice (pacifist 

course) was reinforced immediately after the occupation was ended. During the 

occupation, people were not allowed to openly talk about the atomic bombs dropped on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Mr. Muto noted that all the writing and references to the 

bombs and their effects were deleted after strict censorship by the American 

occupation forces. 

In 1952, however, with the end of the occupation, the Japanese people were 

barraged with information about what actually happened in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

and about the atrocities caused by the bombing. A greatly shocked people 

strengthened their belief system in the pacifist Constitution. 

Then, in 1954, the US carried out an H-Bomb experiment in the Pacific near 

Bikini Atoll.  A tremendous amount of radioactive ashes fell out and one Japanese 

tuna fishing boat was showered the deadly ashes. This triggered an anti Atomic and 

Hydrogen Bombs movement in Japan, whose products are the two organizations, 

Gensui-kyo and Gensui-kin, that continue to exist today. Although the anti-nuclear 

movement and anti-base movement shared a common ground of constitutional 

pacifism, they were slightly different in that the anti-A and H-bomb movement was 

from the beginning extremely cosmopolitan. 

The idea was that they were determined that this tragedy should not be 

repeated again on any people in the world. Hence, the people of Hiroshima and 

ANNEX B.7

SUMMARY, RESOURCE SEMINAR V 

“Post-War Social Movements in Japan, with a Special Focus on 

US Military Base Issues”

By Muto Ichiyo

1945-1952

Mr. Muto Ichiyo's seminar was deeply informed by his role as Co-President of the 

People's Plan Study Group, from which perspective he regards the years between 

1947 and 1952, during which the world witnessed the beginning of the Cold War 

(1947), Revolution in China (1949) and the outbreak of the Korean War (1950). He 

describes this as a transitional period for the Japanese peace movement. Japan had 

been militarily occupied through these historical events. However, the American 

military presence in Japan drastically changed its significance with the outbreak of 

the Cold War. 

Immediately after the end of Second World War, the American interest and 

mission in Japan was to control Japan and make it peaceful by deterring it from 

becoming remilitarized. Drafting of a post war Constitution was one of the steps 

towards demilitarization. The famous Article 9 renders all militaristic activities 

unconstitutional. After the outbreak of the Cold War and the Korean War, however, it 

was no longer in the American interest to simply disarm Japan.

During the Cold War period, the American bases and military presence itself 

became an important part of the arch, stretching from Korea, passing through Japan 

(Okinawa), Taiwan and to Southeast Asia, to encircle the Communist China. In Mr. 

Muto's synthesis, re-arming Japan as a part of the American reserve, under such 

circumstances, became an American concern. Suddenly, General Douglas McArthur 

ordered the establishment of a new military force, called the National Police Reserve, 

which later developed into the Self Defense Forces of Japan.

While the main body of the American military was fighting in Korea, Japan was 

fully mobilized to help the war effort. The National Railway was used arbitrarily for 

military prerogatives, and the best part of train cars were set aside to carry 

munitions and military personnel. Military bases were also mobilized for the war, 

particularly the ones in Kyushu, such as Itatsuke Base near Fukuoka, which was used 

as a launching base of bombing operations. 

It was this extraordinary situation that triggered a peace movement in Japan, 
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politicians. Kishi's becoming the Prime Minister is a symbol of the linkage between 

the prewar and postwar days. 

Latter Half of the 1960's and the Early 1970's

Since the latter half of 1960's, another phase of social movement developed, that is, 

the anti-Vietnam War movement. Students, women and minorities joined amd added 

a new voice to the movement. While the peace and democracy ideology was against 

the comeback of the past, that is, to protect what they had gained in the postwar 

period, the struggle after 1965 was more radical and they questioned the status 

quo. People at that time, particularly young people, wondered why Japan should be a 

part of America in Vietnam War. 

The Japanese Government was fully and totally with the Americans. War 

supplies went from Japan to the American forces. All the services and military 

bases were used to help the American soldiers fighting in Vietnam. Most people felt 

that was an unjust war, hence, to the activists of this period, what they had was 

already culpable. 

Also, while the peace and democracy movement was a little conservative (they 

became more and more so as their war memory faded), the movement of this time was 

more action-oriented. Their argument was that if they did not do anything they were 

already a part of the war, so they had to change the machinery that was helping the US. 

This attitude was shared not only by the anti-Vietnam war movement, but also 

by students' revolt. That was the simultaneous phenomenon engulfing half of the 

world, mostly in the so-called industrialized world. In a narrow sense, it can be called a 

'New Left Movement.' 

In a broader sense, various movement arose, one of which was the Beheiren 

(Peace for Vietnam Association). They acted individually or in small groups, so they 

were different from organization-oriented big movement; rather, it was a coalition of 

the Communist Party, Socialist Party and Labor Union.  Movements of this period 

were all spontaneous movement like this, and people who participated in it did so at 

their personal responsibility. 

That is when various other issues at last came into the perspectives of the 

Japanese social movement, such as what Japan did to Chinese and Koreans in the past 

(The comfort women issue was first discussed during this period). In a sense, it was 

the time of reconsideration and reflection.

Nagasaki were not moved towards anti-American sentiment. Instead, from the 

beginning their appeal was that all kinds of nuclear weapons be prohibited, and that 

they should be the last victims. 

This anti-nuclear movement spread horizontally and rapidly around the 

country, and in 1955, one year after the Bikini Incident, a national council against A- 

and H-Bombs was organized, joined by all the political parties, including the Socialist 

Party and the Communist Party. It was also in 1955 that the first world conference 

against A- and H-Bombs was held, allowing the victims, who had been hiding due to the 

lack of correct information, to come out and restore their will to live. 

Early 1960’s

In 1960, the Japan-US Security Treaty was revised for the worse, prescribing a 

greater Japanese responsibility in the American military strategy. A major political 

movement was formed against this, and hundreds and thousands of people 

demonstrated at the Parliament, calling for the ratification of the treaty. They totally 

paralyzed the police control, and even a major crash occurred around the Parliament, 

claiming the life of one female student. 

Mr. Muto asserted that this movement in a way crystallized the value of peace 

and democracy, which was rooted and fostered during the Occupation, and found its 

full expression in the aftermath of the occupation. They treasured peace because they 

did not wish to repeat the war experience and they cherished democracy because 

during the wartime, the military, with so many prerogatives, had behaved with great 

arrogance, and there was no freedom of expression because of the censorship by the 

military police (Kenpei). 

In a word, they were against the resurgence of the bitter experience and the 

dictatorial regime of the prewar time. This is partly because of the fact that at that 

time Kishi Nobusuke (1958-1960) was the Prime Minister, and to the eyes of the 

people of this period, this seemed to symbolize the comeback of the past. Kishi, having 

served as the Minister of Commerce and Industry in the Tojo Cabinet, which started 

the Pacific War, was arrested as an A-Class war criminal. With the conclusion of the 

Peace Treaty, however, he was released and he went up so rapidly to the position of 

Prime Minister. 

Mr. Muto pointed out that in Japan the past is preserved by the fact that the 

Emperor system was maintained and manipulated by the United States after the war, 

and also the fact that postwar Japanese politics was controlled by right-wing 
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ANNEX B.8

SUMMARY, RESOURCE SEMINAR VI 

“What is Fundamentalism?”

By Ogawa Tadashi

1BASED ON HIS recent publication “What is Fundamentalism?”  in which he used 

'fundamentalism' as a comparative keyword to examine the interrelations between 

religion and society in different cultures, Mr. Ogawa Tadashi illustrated how 

fundamentalism is usually used as a descriptive term specific to a historical religion 

or sect. But it can also be used as a theoretical concept in a comparative sociological 

study of religion and politics. 

Mr. Ogawa first sounded a cautionary word against the injudicious 

association of the word 'fundamentalism' with prejudice against Islam. Indeed he 

pointed out that 'fundamentalism' was originally part of the Christian theological 

vocabulary. 

The specific example Mr. Ogawa used to make his point was Shinto 

fundamentalism in Japan, which originated in the seventeenth century, established 

by Motoori Norinaga in the eighteenth century; and was manipulated by the Meiji 

Government to enhance national prestige and to justify its outward advancement in 

the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries. 

In order to better examine the social changes of this period, Mr. Ogawa 

discussed the roots of Japanese culture, based on two theories, namely a 'diffusion' 

school and a 'nativist' school. Diffusion theory interprets Japanese culture as rooted 

in ancient China and India, and in modern times, in Europe and the United States. Mr. 

Ogawa is of the opinion that for a long time, Japanese power elites had often been 

experiencing an identity crisis, characterized by an anxiety centered on the 

suspected inauthenticity of Japanese culture; that Japanese culture was merely 

adopted from the great civilizations. On the other hand, nativism insists that 

Japanese culture is unique and original, and there has been a pure, inherent Japanese 

culture since time immemorial. The proponents of this theory maintain that foreign 

cultures, such as Confucianism, Buddhism and Christianity, caused the collapse of 

this pure Japanese culture. 

Pursuing the purity of its originality and denouncing foreign cultures as 

polluted, uncivilized and sinful, is one of the characteristics of fundamentalism, said 

The 1990's

When the Cold War ended, everyone expected the arrival of peace. But in reality, Mr. 

Muto said, we are witnessing an acceleration of militarization both in Japan 

(especially Okinawa) and the United States. Since 1996, when the Japanese Prime 

Minister and US President Bill Clinton issued a joint statement, post-Cold War 

military arrangement was put into gear. It is the so-called US-Japan Joint Defense 

Guideline, under which Japanese obligation to cooperate with American military 

operation, mobilizing Japanese resources, personnel, administrative services, and so 

forth, were defined. This led to a series of 'bad' laws, passed between 1999 and 2003. 

In the past few years, these steps were taken one after another very rapidly, and there 

has been a rise of right-wing political elements; they justify what Japan did in the past 

and thrust national pride forward.

The American strategy, which is basically to establish America's unilateral 

domination in the world, has been a wave the Japanese right-wingers wish to ride. 

They are trying to achieve some strategic goals that they had had for a long time, but 

have not been able to achieve. To them, now, particularly after 9/11, is the time when 

anything can be carried forward this drive and carried through.  

1
 Yoshida Shigeru later said in his memoir that the Korean War was a Heavenly Gift to 

Japan, meaning that it was how the Japanese economy and the Japanese big 
business came back. It was called Special Procurement; Americans obtained all the 
necessary war materials from Japanese factories and for this purpose, Zaibatsu (big 
family combine which was dissolved under the democratization process) was revived.
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approach and interpretation, developed by secular properties and critiques. They 

insist that if but one single error of a fact or principle is admitted, nothing will remain 

certain. 

Mr. Ogawa pointed out that 'Shinto fundamentalism' shares some 

characteristics of fundamentalism, but what is truly unique about Japanese 

fundamentalism is that it does not collide with the theologies of other religions. 

1
 Ogawa Tadashi, “Genri Shugi towa nanika,” Tokyo: Kodansha, 2003.

2
 Until the end of World War II, Motoori had been regarded as an academic sacred cow 

that allowed no criticism. In the postwar Japanese society, however, people began to 
criticize his ideology for being the cause of Japanese militarism.

Mr. Ogawa. One can recognize a similar argument in Christian, Hindu or Muslim 

fundamentalism. Mr. Ogawa then examined Japanese (Shinto) fundamentalism from 

this perspective.

Nativism emerged and functioned to support Japanese nationalism in the 
2eighteenth century. Motoori Norinaga, an important yet controversial scholar  of this 

period, whose academic work is at the root of Japanese fundamentalism, was the 

highest authority of the Kokugaku school (study of Japanese classical literature). 

With Confucian philosophy, which was imported from China, being the dominant 

ideology during the Tokugawa Shogunate, the scholars of Kokugaku, with Motoori as 

the central figure, tried to cast light on the long-forgotten Japanese classical 

literature, and insisted that the Japanese people should return to their own pure and 

clean thought prior to supposedly polluting or poisonous influence from overseas. 

As the Tokugawa Government eroded under pressure from Western powers in 

the late nineteenth century, Kokugaku became most influential in the nationwide 

grass-roots protest movement against such foreign powers. Kokugaku maintained 

that the Emperor had been the guardian of the nation and the source of tradition since 

time immemorial; hence the Emperor should have the ultimate sovereignty over the 

country. Under such a circumstance, Kokugaku came to be recognized as an anti-

Shogun/pro-Emperor political, revolutionary ideology, the sense that they worked to 

subvert of the Tokugawa government.

Originally, Motoori's academic motivation was to seek a national identity of 

Japan during the process of modernization. In 1791, he published Kojiki-den, an 

annotated edition of the classic literature Kojiki, which recorded the lineage of the 

Imperial household and ancient mythology and had functioned as a sacred Shinto 

text. The Meiji government manipulated such mythology (e.g. the Emperors being the 

descendants of the Sun God) to promote nationalism, and it was used to justify 

Japanese aggressive actions in and outside the nation.

One can find another common feature of fundamentalism in Motoori's 

argument, and that is, rejection of the interpretation of sacred texts. One of the 

important characteristics of Motoori's narrative in Kojiki-den was the rejection of 

interpreting the Kojiki text. He criticized interpretation (of holy texts) for being 

artificial and slick and for being a bad habit of Chinese scholars. Since Kojiki is a holy 

text, it should not be interpreted, and should be read literally. According to one study 

of fundamentalism, one of the common properties of fundamentalism is the 

'infallibility' of sacred texts, such as the Koran or the Holy Bible, as being true, 

particular and accurate. Fundamentalists are steadfastly opposed to a scientific 
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The discussion session was joined by Ms. Ito Misako, Editor-in-Chief of the 

Gaiko Forum. Gaiko Forum was launched in 1988, combining some of the publications 

that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had had and has been attempting to present a 

mutual and open stage where various kinds of opinions towards Japanese diplomacy 

can meet, from the bureaucratic and diplomatic perspectives.

ANNEX B.9

SUMMARY, RESOURCE SEMINAR VII 

“Japan and International Media”

By Doden Aiko

MS. DODEN AIKO'S SEMINAR synthesized some of her experience as anchorperson of 

a weekly program 'NHK World Network,' which is the first program of the NHK (Japan 

Broadcasting Corporation) to devote all its airtime to international affairs. She first 

showed a recent clip from her program, explaining each segment and intentions; and 

she briefly introduced the nature, composition, and the operations of the NHK. Ms. 

Doden also made reference to two distinctive features of Japanese media 

organizations, namely, the 'club' system and the 'lifetime employment system.' 

She took as an example the program “Voyage to the Future”  in which forty-two 

children from seven Asian countries went aboard on a ship to learn about 

environmental issues in Asia, by conducting research in each country prior to the 

voyage and sharing the findings with the children from other countries. Ms. Doden, 

who was involved in this program as a presenter, emphasized that it is time for NHK 

and the mass media in general to start playing a positive role in civil society. She 

believes that since journalists are almost the only ones who have access to people 

from all walks of life, they should actively provide opportunities for learning. 

Television journalism cannot afford to be dedicating all its assets and energy to news 

reporting and producing documentaries, especially when competition exists between 

print media, other TV organizations and cyberspace journalism. 

Ms. Doden said that as to the substance of news reporting, there is no 

governmental censorship or anything of that sort. Responding to Mr. Hamid Basyaib's 

comment that oftentimes “bad news is good news” for the media, and sometimes the 

media hides real problems for the sake of competition with other media organization, 

Ms Doden admitted that this is a fundamental dilemma in journalism; she herself is 

always confronted with that quandary. When she proposes to cover the aftermath of 

some incident or event that caught big media attention, her boss often declines that 

proposal for the reason that it is not newsworthy or would not attract much audience 

anymore. However, Ms. Doden believes that the post-conflict phase is the time when 

attention is most required, and thus she is trying to return to that place even after all 

the cameras have left and after the “heat is over.”
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7:35-8:25 Presentations (IV)

"Museums and Empire: An Early Twenty First Century Sketch"
by Marian PASTOR ROCES, Critic and Independent Curator; 
President, Tao, Inc

"The Age of Inequality: Life in the Times of Market Fundamentalism"
by PALAGUMMI Sainath, Free-lance Journalist 

8:25-9:00 Q & A  / Open Discussion 

Closing Remarks 
KATO Mikio, Executive Director, IHJ

October 28 (Tuesday)

Opening Remarks 

Komatsu Junetsu, Managing Director, JFAC

6:10-7:00 Presentations (I)

"Predator or Protector: The Military of Indonesia and Democracy" 
by Hamid BASYAIB, Writer/Researcher, AKSARA Foundation

"Media and Democracy: Cambodian Perspectives"
by HAM Samnang, Assistant Director/Senior Research Fellow, 
Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace (CICP) 

7:00-7:20 Q & A

7:20-7:35 Coffee Break

7:35-8:25 Presentations (II)

"In Search of the 'Minority Reports'"
by Supara JANCHITFAH, Reporter/Writer for the Bangkok Post 

"Oil Gap and Partnership"
by YANG Guang, Professor and Director-General, Institute of West-
Asian and African Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Science

8:25-9:00 Q & A  / Open Discussion 

Moderator: ISHIZUKA Masahiko, Managing Director, Foreign Press 
Center; Program Committee Member, Asia Leadership Fellow Program

October 29 (Wednesday)

Summary of previous day 
ISHIZUKA Masahiko, Moderator

6:10-7:00 Presentations (III)

"The End of Victimhood?: Changing Self-Image of Koreans in Japan"
by CHUNG Chin-sung, Professor, Department of Sociology, Seoul 
National University

"Japanese Lifestyle, Asian Desires: From Ricecookers to Pop Culture"
by NAKANO Yoshiko, Research Assistant Professor, Department of 
Japanese Studies, University of Hong Kong

7:00-7:20 Q & A

ANNEX C

ALFP Public Symposium Program

Unequal Worlds and the Roads Ahead

October 28 & 29, 2003

Lecture Hall, International House of Japan
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It was in 1953, eight years after the bombing, that Ms. Matsubara's life 

became somewhat more bearable after she went through twelve cosmetic surgeries 

over a seven-month period with the help of a Christian society. These operations 

enabled her to open and close her eyes, and to straighten out her crooked fingers, and 

she was able to start working as a caretaker for sight-impaired orphans. In 1962, Ms. 

Matsubara took the role of mother for the three children of her brother, after he and 

his wife passed away, and since then she had worked at the Hiroshima Peace Culture 

Foundation for 27 years until her retirement in 1993. Since 1993, Ms. Matsubara has 

visited nine Western and Asian countries to convey her A-Bomb experience.

Even now, nearly sixty years after the bombing, Ms. Matsubara and other A-

bombs victims are continuously haunted by the effects of the atomic bombing, both 

mentally and physically. Although Ms. Matsubara had her breast cancer removed in 

1988, she lives with the constant fear that the polyps that were later found in her 

stomach may develop into cancer, or that a different form of cancer might develop. 

Currently, nearly ninety thousand people in Hiroshima, including Ms. Matsubara, are 

still suffering from the effects of radiation. 

“In a sense, for the Hibakusha, every day is 'August 6.' We have not 

escaped the war, nor will we ever. It's always with us.” 

Ms. Matsubara concluded her presentation with a determined stance that as 

one of the survivors who experienced the horror of nuclear weapons, it is her mission 

to devote her life to telling her A-bomb experience to people all over the world. She also 

told the Fellows that the hibakusha must rely on younger generations to pass on the 

experiences of the A-Bomb victims, most of whom will be dead within a decade or two, 

and to prevent the evil of nuclear weapon froms being repeated. 

After a brief question and answer session that followed Ms. Matsubara's 

testimony, the Fellows were guided through the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park by 

Ms. Unezaki Masako. The sites and monuments visited include the A-Bomb Dome, 

which is registered on the World Heritage List; Aioi Bridge, which was the original 

target of the bombing; the Monument in Memory of the Korean Victims of the A-

bombs; the Children's Peace Monument; the Flame of Peace and the Cenotaph for the 

A-bomb Victims.

ANNEX D.1

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Peace Memorial Museum and Park, Hiroshima

Testimony by Matsubara Miyoko, survivor of the atomic bomb blast

THE FELLOWS VISITED the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, where they saw the 

exhibit of “belongings left by the victims, photos, and other materials that convey the 

horror” of the atomic bombing on August 6, 1945. Such display includes actual ruins 

destroyed by the radiation, heat rays, blast and the 'black rain’—the rain containing a 

great amount of radioactive substances that started to fall twenty to thirty minutes 

after the explosion. While these ruins show the devastating and fatal power of the A-

bomb, the body parts and the torn and blooded clothing of the victims, charred or 

burnt objects, and a number of pictures of the victims taken after the bombing speak 

the inconceivable horror, pain and anger of the hibakusha (A-Bomb victims). 

Leaving the exhibit hall behind, the Fellows met with Ms. Matsubara Miyoko, 

an A-Bomb victim who travels around the world to testify to the horror of the atomic 

bomb and how she has survived the physical and mental sequela of the bombing more 

than half a century ago. 

At the time of the bombing, Ms. Matsubara was a 12-year-old mobilized 

student, demolishing wooden houses to prevent fires. August 6 was one of those 

mornings when she was working 1.5 kilometers away from what became the 

hypocenter. Ms. Matsubara escaped home with her life, but suffered from severe burns 

on her face, hands and legs, with her skin peeling off and hanging down in shreds. She 

was literally on the verge of death for the next four days after the bombing, with a 

lingering high fever, diarrhea, vomiting, hair falling out and bleeding gums. The 

miraculous regaining of her health, however, did not put an end to her adversity. 

Because of her poor health and the keloids on her face that started to develop after the 

bombing, Ms. Matsubara was continuously discriminated against. 

“…when I was on the train, no one would sit next to me because they 

feared that I had been exposed to radiation and was therefore 

contaminated. For the same reason, no man wanted to marry me. 

Daily life was difficult, unbearable, and painful. Life itself was hell.” 
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which is registered on the World Heritage List; Aioi Bridge, which was the original 

target of the bombing; the Monument in Memory of the Korean Victims of the A-

bombs; the Children's Peace Monument; the Flame of Peace and the Cenotaph for the 

A-bomb Victims.

ANNEX D.1

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Peace Memorial Museum and Park, Hiroshima

Testimony by Matsubara Miyoko, survivor of the atomic bomb blast

THE FELLOWS VISITED the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, where they saw the 

exhibit of “belongings left by the victims, photos, and other materials that convey the 

horror” of the atomic bombing on August 6, 1945. Such display includes actual ruins 

destroyed by the radiation, heat rays, blast and the 'black rain’—the rain containing a 

great amount of radioactive substances that started to fall twenty to thirty minutes 

after the explosion. While these ruins show the devastating and fatal power of the A-

bomb, the body parts and the torn and blooded clothing of the victims, charred or 

burnt objects, and a number of pictures of the victims taken after the bombing speak 

the inconceivable horror, pain and anger of the hibakusha (A-Bomb victims). 

Leaving the exhibit hall behind, the Fellows met with Ms. Matsubara Miyoko, 

an A-Bomb victim who travels around the world to testify to the horror of the atomic 

bomb and how she has survived the physical and mental sequela of the bombing more 

than half a century ago. 

At the time of the bombing, Ms. Matsubara was a 12-year-old mobilized 

student, demolishing wooden houses to prevent fires. August 6 was one of those 

mornings when she was working 1.5 kilometers away from what became the 

hypocenter. Ms. Matsubara escaped home with her life, but suffered from severe burns 

on her face, hands and legs, with her skin peeling off and hanging down in shreds. She 

was literally on the verge of death for the next four days after the bombing, with a 

lingering high fever, diarrhea, vomiting, hair falling out and bleeding gums. The 

miraculous regaining of her health, however, did not put an end to her adversity. 

Because of her poor health and the keloids on her face that started to develop after the 

bombing, Ms. Matsubara was continuously discriminated against. 

“…when I was on the train, no one would sit next to me because they 

feared that I had been exposed to radiation and was therefore 

contaminated. For the same reason, no man wanted to marry me. 

Daily life was difficult, unbearable, and painful. Life itself was hell.” 
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Depleted Uranium (DU) is a by-product of the process by which uranium 235 

(U-235), the isotope used for nuclear weapons and nuclear reactors, is separated from 

natural uranium. The highly radioactive isotope U-235 accounts for less than one per 

cent of mined uranium; nearly all the rest is depleted uranium (or U-238). Since its 

first accumulation in the early 1940's, more than seven hundred thousand tons of DU 

have been produced in the United States alone, and it continues to accumulate. DU's 

higher density compared to iron or lead gives the projectile fired from a tank or 

aircraft carry enough kinetic energy to blast through  tough armor. And due to its 

pyrophoric nature, it burns on impact easily and can set the target on fire. 

Furthermore, DU is easy to process and endless quantities can be obtained free from 

the Department of Energy, which controls DU and considers its use in munitions to be 

"utilization of waste material." 

It was during the Gulf War in 1991 that DU was first used in war. To investigate 

the effects of DU, Mr. Tashiro visited battlegrounds in Iraq and Kuwait, as well as 

production and testing sites of DU rounds in the US; he also interviewed many Gulf 

War veterans in the US and the UK In the case of the Gulf War, the Pentagon has 

admitted the use of three hundred twenty tons of DU in Kuwait and southern Iraq. 

The US and the UK governments have been denying the effect of DU on the 

environment and on the human body, but the deadly impact of DU can be witnessed in 

various places. Invisible particles of DU are inhaled, and go through the lungs to other 

parts of the body. Alpha rays do not penetrate the skin, but once it goes into the body, 

its toxin strongly affect  human cells, inducing cancers. The DU used during the Gulf 

War not only affected the soldiers of Iraqi and multinational forces, but they also had 

fatal effects on the citizens of Iraq and the family members of Gulf War veterans.

In Iraq, there are about two to three diagnoses of leukemia per day in one 

hospital, especially in southern Iraq. Here, a diagnosis of cancer is tantamount to a 

death sentence because hospitals lack sufficient medical facilities and medicines. And 

even though children with leukemia have lower immunity due to such insufficient 

medical care, the hospitals cannot provide them with proper ICU care or bone marrow 

transplants; they can only provide chemotherapy to prolong their lives a little. After 

the Gulf War, the cancer rate among children, as well as among adults, has risen four to 

five times as high as before the war. Women are developing breast and ovarian cancer. 

Birth defects in newly born babies are another common effect of DU. One of the 

Iraqi Gulf War veterans was a truck driver, and his baby born after the war was 

deformed. In one hospital, they deliver eight hundred to one thousand babies each 

month, and every week one or two seriously abnormal or deformed children are born. 

ANNEX D.2

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Seminar on Hiroshima and Media Coverage

 

By Tashiro Akira 

THE FELLOWS VISITED Mr. Tashiro Akira, Senior Staff Writer and Special Project 

Editor of the Chugoku Shimbun, at the headquarters of the newspaper in downtown 

Hiroshima. Mr. Tashiro first gave the Fellows an overall profile of the Chugoku 

Shimbun and its history since its establishment in 1892. Like any other media, the 

Chugoku Shimbun was forced to serve only as propaganda for the army and the 

government before and during the war period, being put under strict censorship. 

Being only nine hundred meters away from the hypocenter at the time of the atomic 

bombing on August 6, 1945, the headquarters of the Chugoku Shimbun was 

completely destroyed, and one hundred thirteen of its employees were instantly 

killed. Although it resumed printing the following November, the Chugoku Shimbun 

was not allowed to tell the truth about the atomic bombing, especially about the effects 

of radiation, until 1952, when the Occupation by the US forces ended. Since then, the 

Chugoku Shimbun has served as a key player in the reconstruction of Hiroshima. 

Having learned a great lesson from the war and the bomb experience, their principles 

after the war have been based on the establishment of world peace, construction of a 

democratic nation, and the enhancement of local culture. While placing great 

importance on the locality of the newspaper, when it comes to the nuclear issue, the 

Chugoku Shimbun tries to project its voice as a universal message from Hiroshima to 

the rest of the world.

Mr. Tashiro's presentation had a special focus on depleted uranium. In the 

past sixteen to seventeen years, he has mainly dealt with nuclear and disarmament 

issues. While many of his peers continue to dig into the truth about the consequences 

of Hiroshima/Nagasaki, Mr. Tashiro has tried to connect the issue of Hiroshima with 

the present world situation. Visiting various places, his main interest has been the 

issue of depleted uranium (DU). Mr. Tashiro has reported on the DU issue over the last 

decade, visiting more than fifteen countries, including the United States, the former 

Soviet Union countries, Great Britain, Iraq, Kosovo, Serbia and Okinawa, Japan. His 

series of reports have been published as several books both in Japanese and English, 

one of which is “Discounted Casualties: The Human Cost of Depleted Uranium.”
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campaigns in Japan and Europe. Last February, the EU passed a resolution not to 

produce or use DU. 

The questions from the Fellows concerned such topics as the nuclear power 

industry in Japan, the possibility of alternative energy resources, and the possible 

use of nuclear weapons in future terrorist attacks. Responding to Ms. Marian 

Roces’ question whether he sees any strategy or possibility to make the US 

government listen, Mr. Tashiro emphasized that the only ones who can change the 

US diplomacy and domestic policy is the American people. But he also said that we, 

as 'concerned citizens,' can ignite change through interaction, sending messages, 

and having dialogue. 

This phenomenon can be witnessed not only in Iraq but also among the American Gulf 

War veterans in the US.

Mr. Tashiro introduced two cases of American Gulf War veterans and their 

family members who have suffered the after–effects of DU. During the Gulf War, both 

of the veterans served in an army tank unit, and their duty was to load DU shells 

onto the tanks and to check inside destroyed Iraqi tanks to check for survivors. 

When doctors later tested the urine of these soldiers who served in tank units, DU 

was detected. 

The baby born to one of these veterans and his wife lived for only twenty-seven 

minutes. While still in his mother's womb, his kidney swelled to nineteen centimeters, 

preventing other organs from developing properly. They also have a daughter who was 

born after the war, and she has impaired hearing. This is not unusual among American 

Gulf War veterans. The other veteran went back home with all his belongings that he 

was using on the battlefield, and that had apparently been covered with depleted 

uranium particles. Immediately after he returned, all the family members started to 

feel sick. His wife especially felt sick; they much later found out that it was because the 

semen of her husband was contaminated with heavy metal caused by DU. Abdominal 

pain, miscarriage, severe menstrual pain, headache, and other symptoms have 

plagued her, and now she is unable to leave their house.

To Mr. Tashiro, although DU is completely different from A- or H-Bombs, in 

terms of its power, DU is also a weapon of mass destruction. It is radioactive, and it has 

long-term effects, not just on those who were on the battlefield, but also on the people 

living near battlefields, and people around the returned soldiers. 

Depleted Uranium was also used in Kosovo (1995, 1999), Afghanistan (2001), 

and Iraq (2003). Unlike the time of the Gulf War, when the US and the UK used DU in 

Kuwait and a lesser-populated area of southern Iraq, they used DU in populated areas, 

such as Baghdad and Basra, during the Iraq War in 2003. Mr. Tashiro thus fears that in 

several years, people in these areas will be severely affected by DU, and if this is the 

case, US will not be able to deny the negative effects of DU any longer. 

Now, more and more people are aware of the dangers of DU, and on March 2, 

2003, six thousand people from Hiroshima and other parts of the world gathered in 

Hiroshima, and formed a ‘Human Sign’ that says ‘No War, No DU.’ The picture of the 

Human Message appeared as an advertisement in the March 24 issue of the New York 

Times with the message: “Hiroshima says NO to more Hibakusha (radiation victims). 

The White House's denial of the radioactive and toxic effects of DU is FALSE.” The US 

Government has become more sensitive towards this issue because of these 
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ANNEX D.4

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Takatori Community Center

THE TAKATORI COMMUNITY CENTER (TCC) was established immediately after the 

Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake in 1995, when it was called the Takatori Rescue 

Camp. During this earthquake, two-thirds of the city area of Kobe was destroyed, 

mainly by fire, and many people lost their lives. But TCC's beginnings as a rescue 

operation has mutated into today's multidimensional assistance center addressing 

the problems endured by multi-ethnic communities in a Japanese city.

The meeting with Mr. Hibino Jun'ichi, Director of the TCC, began with the 

viewing of a video clip that was taken soon after the earthquake. Much of the 

damage—and the location of TCC—occurred in Kobe City's Nagata Ward. One finds in 

this area a large proportion of foreign residents (ten per cent of the population). The 

two biggest groups are Koreans and Vietnamese, who came to Japan during the 

Second World War and Vietnam War, respectively. 

While the suffering caused by the earthquake affected all—Japanese and 

foreign residents alike—the foreigners had to cope with the additional difficulties 

imposed by the language barrier, and by political and administrative discrimination. 

The TCC took on the task of addressing these difficulties, along with other aspects of 

the work to rebuild the city. In an effort to provide a friendly environment for these 

minority groups, the TCC provided for greater access to vital information in the 

relevant languages, and took on an advocacy role in their behalf in representations 

with the government.

A number of non-government organizations operate out of the TCC. 'NGO 

Vietnam in Kobe' is a self-help group that provides information and a counseling 

service for Vietnamese residents in Kobe; offers elderly Vietnamese people a place 

where they can be immersed in Vietnamese culture; and gives Vietnamese language 

lessons for Japan-born Vietnamese. FM YY is an FM radio station that offers local 

information in multiple languages. 'World Kids Community' one of whose activities is 

to get children of different cultures involved in the whole process (planning, filming 

and editing) of video documentation of their own communities, with the hope that 

through making a video, the children who are relatively new in the community will be 

able to express themselves. FACIL is a multilingual center which creates jobs for the 

area's foreigners as translators or interpreters in order to facilitate the creation of a 

multilingual environment in the community. And 'Tour de Communication' 

ANNEX D.3

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to Shibutani Fukio, organic farmer of Kobe

THE VISIT with Mr. Shibutani Fukio, who has been practicing organic farming since 

the early 1980's in his ancestral land in the suburbs of Kobe, was an introduction to 

the realities of shifting to environment-friendly methods. Mr. Shibutani came from a 

lineage of farmers, who have been cultivating the same acreage for generations. As a 

young farmer, he mainly cultivated tomatoes in a greenhouse, using chemical 

pesticides. Moreover, he grew produce out of season to meet consumer demand, 

resulting in less and less fertile land, and production that became increasingly 

difficult. Mr. Shibutani took up organic farming as resolution to this downward spiral. 

Today, his yearly harvest includes approximately forty to fifty different kinds of 

vegetables and fruit, which he supplies via direct sale to a modest number of 

customers who live in the outskirts of Kobe—many of whom he knows personally. It is 

his ambition “to supply all the different vegetables that a family needs.”

The variety includes: green peppers, eggplants, pumpkins, cabbage, lettuce, 

snow peas, soya, watermelon, beans, peanuts, onions, potatoes, radish, carrots, celery, 

and figs. To fertilize the soil, Mr. Shibutani mixes chicken droppings, rice bran, and 

tofu. 

Mr. Shibutani did not paint a too-rosy picture in the personal narrative he 

shared as the Fellows sat around the receiving room of his traditional house. Nor did 

he overly accentuate the difficulties, which are clearly many—in a country in which 

only one per cent of the food supply is from organic farms. His account of his 

experience as an organic farmer provided ample detail of his troubles with insects 

and other challenges to the logic of organic farming. Even now, Mr. Shibutani admitted, 

there are times when he is tempted to revert to pesticide use, particularly when 

harvests are severely compromised. His resolve to persist with organic farming 

appears to come out of a clear sense of the proper scale for his operations. Firstly, his 

farming activities are defined by the number of members of his family who assist in 

all aspects of work: four individuals, consisting of himself and his wife, and his son 

and daughter in law. Secondly, the relatively small size of his farm—four acres 

planted to vegetables and about a thousand square meters planted to rice for family 

consumption—means that control over the quality and quantity of harvest can be 

tackled at this personal level. Thirdly, this scale of operations makes it possible for 

him to discuss directly with most of his buyers what they want. And fourthly, he can 

have a maximum of five harvests a year out of one hectare.
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ANNEX D.6

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Osaka Human Rights Museum

THE MAIN EXHIBIT HALLS of the Osaka Human Rights Museum opens with a life-size 

tableau with mannequins representing leatherworkers. These are, among other 

reasons because of the supposedly 'unclean' nature of their task, buraku, members of 

the bottom layer of Japanese society. This tableau introduces the different types and 

forms of discrimination in Japan, among which is discrimination against these 

buraku, Korean residents, ethnic minorities such as Ryukyu (Okinawans) and Ainu 

peoples, and the physically disabled. The displays also convey the level of contribution 

these marginalized people have made to the economic prosperity of Japan, invisibly 

and voicelessly, at the expense of their extremely hard labor; and how they have 

fought for their rights. The exhibits also shed light on human rights violations based 

on gender, age and pollution-caused diseases.

specializes in computer classes and PC recycling, with a special focus on utilizing 

computers and the Internet as a means to facilitate communication between foreign 

and Japanese residents and to overcome differences regardless of their nationalities 

or languages. The Fellows also had an informal meeting with the staff members of the 

Asian Women's Empowerment Project,' which seeks to support women's careers in 

Asia by creating jobs for women who used to work in Japan—mostly single parents 

with children born between them and Japanese men. Unique to this project is its 

design that allows these women work in their home countries, mostly in handicrafts, 

to enable them to earn a living and to be with their families at the same time. 

ANNEX D.5

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Osaka Museum of History

LOCATED AT THE CENTER of Osaka, the Osaka Museum of History has recently 

enjoyed a major design upgrade, and presently exudes the qualities of state-of-the-art 

museum display and communication techniques. The scope of its narrative is 

vast—the history of Osaka City from the archaeological through modern periods. 

And, with huge picture windows framing the Osaka Castle and other nearby Osaka 

spaces of vital import, the museum reiterates this vastness.

Bracketing a day of visits which was to start with this museum and ending in 

walks through areas of Osaka teeming with the homeless, Professor Nagafuchi 

Yasuyuki of the Nagoya Technology of Institute gave the Fellows a short introduction 

to contrasting views of Osaka City. His brief contextualizing remarks invited the 

Fellows to focus some attention on Osaki City history vis à vis other narratives that 

are not represented within the museum. The disparity will be substantial, he 

suggested, between the museum's glorious rendering of the past, on one hand, and on 

the other, the reality of homelessness outside the museum walls. The Osaka City 

Museum of History makes little reference to marginalized communities and victims 

of discrimination. 

The museum tour winds through galleries organized along a chronology, 

guiding visitors through a storyline that shows Osaka moving steadily from one 

colorful historical period to the next. 
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ANNEX D.6

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Osaka Human Rights Museum
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in a day either collect cans or cardboard boxes, or they do nothing. Some of the 

homeless have, as a result, moved out of Kamagasaki and are resettling in other areas. 

With the help of NGO's and NPO's, such as Mr. Yamada's NPO Kamagasaki, the 

municipal and the prefectural governments are taking some measures to generate 

jobs for the people in Kamagasaki. A street cleaning project, for example, involves 

people over fifty-five years of age.

The Nishinari Labor and Welfare Center, under the Osaka Municipal 

Government and administered by the Osaka Prefectural Government, is described as 

an 'extra-departmental body.' Under current Japanese law, the day laborer market is 

illegal, hence any assistance to the homeless by way of day jobs is technically outside 

the pale of the law. The scale of the problem of homelessness has however impelled 

some form of intervention. The vast and bare concrete building that houses the 

Nishinari Labor and Welfare Center also holds other facilities, such as the Airin 

Employment Security Office and a medical center. Those who fail to secure a job for the 

day have taken to using the ground level of the building for sleeping, and simply living 

out the hours.

Walking through the district to look into the doyas, one comes upon a park that 

appears overwhelmed by cardboard shelters and other makeshift shanties. Adjacent 

to this park is a night-time shelter, which was built at the initiative of the NPO 

Kamagasaki with financial support from the Osaka Municipal Government. The 

shelter holds bunk beds for six hundred people, with twenty showers. It is open from 

six in the evening to five in the morning, when the Labor and Welfare Center opens. 

Since the 'ordinary' residents living next to the shelter insisted that no windows be 

built on their side of the narrow shelter, the air circulation is inadequate, and it gets 

extremely hot during summer. The architecture, therefore, had to accommodate the 

sensitivities of the neighborhood.

Prior to visiting Osaka City Hall to meet with the officials in charge of the issue 

of homelessness, the Fellows walked through Nakanoshima, where those who have 

been pushed out of Kamagasaki had set up some six or seven hundred tents along the 

riverbanks facing City Hall, in order to lobby the local government to create more jobs, 

and provide places to live and food to eat.

At City Hall, two officials from the Health and Social Welfare Division 

explained the governmental measures addressing this problem. Homelessness has 

become so obvious, government has had to treat it as a citywide issue in the last five to 

six years in Osaka, which holds one-fourth of all the homeless population in Japan. In 

1999, a citywide Commission on the 'homeless issue' was organized. An Advisory 

ANNEX D.7

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Kamagasaki and Nakanoshima areas to explore the 

issue of homelessness in Japan

THE KAMAGASAKI DISTRICT of Osaka City serves compellingly to provide a gist of 

the increasingly difficult problem of homelessness in Japan. And Mr. Yamada Minoru, 

Director of the 'Kamagasaki Shien Kiko,' aka 'NPO Kamagasaki,' an organization 

supporting the homeless people in Kamagasaki, —who coordinated and accompanied 

the Fellows' visit to this district—gives dense detail to this gist, derived from his 

decades-long activism on the labor front.

Kamagasaki, located on the south side of Osaka City, is the biggest yoseba in 

Japan. A yoseba is an area where day laborers are concentrated, many of whom reside 

in apartments, or in doya or cheap hotels, while searching for jobs as day laborers. 

Having developed from a 1960's slum, Kamagasaki became a central site for 

recruiting day laborers during the booming postwar economy, as well as in relation to 

the World Exposition which was eventually held in Osaka in 1970, which generated 

great demand for construction workers. Kamagasaki drew countless people from all 

over Japan. But after economic momentum slowed, so did the demand for 

construction workers decline. Day laborers, who were considered as the cheapest 

labor force that could be 'used up' during economic growth—many people literally 

died after hard labor—were first to lose their jobs. Many of these jobless people 

remained in the Kamagasaki district, and it has since been functioning as a kind of 

'safety net' the unemployed. The government now regards Kamagasaki as a place to 

oversee marginalized and excluded people.

Currently, approximately thirty thousand day laborers stay in an area of 0.56 

square kilometers in search of jobs, and twenty-thousand of them live in Kamagasaki. 

Their average age is about fifty five, and most are single men. Those who cannot afford 

to live in the doya or the apartments are forced out into the streets. According to 2003 

statistics, about five thousand homeless people live in this district.

With the recession which started in the early 1990's, increasing numbers of 

jobless and homeless people have moved to Kamagasaki, which has now it has 

exceeded its carrying capacity. About ten thousand people are in need of jobs every 

day, and there are only two thousand job openings daily. Those who do not get a job for 
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ANNEX D.8

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the elementary and middle schools 

in the Korean community at Tsuruhashi, Osaka

TSURUHASHI, OSAKA CITY, has a large population of ethnic Korean residents. Nearly 

three hundred fifty primary school and kindergarten students—including those of 

South Korean origin—study at Ikuno Korean Primary School. The principal, Mr. 

Hyeon Cheolnam, summarized the school history, in relation with the history of 

Korean residents in Japan in general. He gave emphasis to the substantial difficulties 

Koreans in Japan encounter, for the sake of acquiring an education that places 

importance on Korean language, culture, and identity. He cites the long-standing 

sense of deprivation suffered on account of the loss of nation and ethnicity, and added 

that it is the prevailing belief that education will restore something of what was lost. 

At the Higashi Osaka Korean Middle School one block away, some ten students 

were selected to join the Fellows for lunch. After the informal conversations with the 

students, the school principle, Mr. Pu Yong Uk. Mr. Pu joined the group to also offer a 

situationer on Korean ethnic-specific education in Japan. Mr. Pu once more 

emphasized experiences of great misery (“beyond description”); of having been 

treated as worse than slaves during the Japanese colonialization of Korean. He 

reiterated: that Koreans have taken the trouble, despite discriminatory conditions, to 

maintain their own schools, for the singular purpose of preserving their identity.

Mr. Kwak Chinung took the Fellows through a nearby section of the Ikuno 

Ward of Osaka called Tsuruhashi Korea Town, where one-fourth of the total of one 

hundred forty thousand residents (or thirty-five thousand people, are of Korean 

origin—ranging from first to four generation. Mr. Kwak is the Secretary General of 

an NGO that has taken on the task of fostering ethnic pride among Koreans in Japan. 

Tsuruhashi is has the biggest Korean population in Japan, partly due to Osaka's 

history as an industrial town that drew and Koreans overseas labor in the past. This 

migrant population size is  also partly because there was a liner, named 'Kimigayo-

maru,' that operated between Osaka and Cheju Island, Korea.

Mr. Kwak and Ms. Ko Jeongja—a lecturer at the Osaka Industrial University, a 

second-generation Korean in Japan, born and brought up in Ikuno—provide 

substantive overviews at the end of the visit. Ms. Ko gave synthesized of the 

nationality issue and the legal status of the Korean residents in Japan. The Korean 

Committee and the Center for Job Training were created, conducting circuit 

counseling sessions and building temporary shelters. The government now also offers 

public assistance. Currently, ten per cent of the homeless in Osaka are covered by a 

governmental subsidy. The Osaka City offers a hundred eighty one cleaning jobs daily 

for people over fifty-five years of age and the Osaka Prefectural Government offers 

similar jobs for a hundred and four individuals daily, generating a total of two hundred 

eighty-five cleaning jobs daily. They also create repair or maintenance jobs at public 

facilities to promote the employment of homeless people.

Mr. Yamada emphasized that although homelessness is primarily a function of 

joblessness (i.e., unemployment), and of restructuring or aging—depression and 

isolation are substantial dimensions of the problem. Jobs are not the only solution. He 

believes that the entire socio-economic system in Japan should be reconsidered and 

reconstructed. Nevertheless, he asserts that creating legal jobs is the essential 

immediate step to take. If one is to be self-supporting in a real sense, he or she needs to 

have a job, a place to live, and medical care. Government intervention, in his view, 

should be planned along these lines. 

The officials emphasized the significance of the involvement of and 

cooperation with NGO's and NPO's in this area of concern. While the government is 

required to be fair and take actions only on demand, it recognizes the importance of 

answering individual needs. To fill those gaps, they ask for NGO and NPO support. Mr. 

Yamada added that there are areas or domains of action that only NGO's and NPO's 

can undertake.
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ANNEX D.9

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Discussion with the local residents of Tsuruhashi 

on the maintaining Korean identity in Japan

THE KOREAN RESIDENTS in Japan (often referred to as zainichi Korean) came to 

Japan variously. The greatest number—more than one million—were forced to come 

to Japan as laborers during the period of the thirty-six year colonial rule Japan 

imposed on Korea, from the time the former annexed the latter in 1910. There were 

also people who had nochoice but to move to Japan, because they had lost their heads 

of family. As a result, at the time of Japan's defeat in the Second World War on August 

15, 1945 (the day is called 'Liberation' by Koreans), there were approximately 2.4-2.5 

million Korean residents in Japan. By 1947, about one and a half million people 

returned to Korea, while more than five hundred thousand Koreans remained or had 

to remain in Japan.

The Koreans who remained in Japan initiated ethnic-specific education for 

their children in order to restore their sense that the language, names, history and 

geography that they felt they were robbed of during the colonial period. Starting from 

'open-air classes' in 1945, there were five hundred forty one Korean schools 

nationwide attended by fifty-eight thousand Korean children in 1947. In 1948 and 

1949, however, the Japanese Government ordered all Korean schools to be closed. 

Despite strong protest—symbolized by a famous protest rally organized by the 

Korean people in Hyogo in 1949—all but a few Korean schools were closed down by 

the end of 1949. In the early 1950's however, soon after the end of the Korean War, the 

Korean residents in Japan started a movement to reopen Korean ethnic schools, and 

in 1952, Higashi Osaka Third Korean School became the first to be reopened at the 

present site of Ikuno Korean Primary School. In 1955, the 'Chongryon' (General 

Association of Korean Residents in JapanNorth Korean origin) was formed, and 

under its guidance, a nationwide movement for reopening Korean schools started. 

Their slogan from this period was: “The rich should offer their money, the wise their 

wisdom, and the powerful their labor.” By 1960, there were one hundred sixty-three 

Korean schools attended by forty thousand students. 

The Japanese Government never changed its policy towards Korean schools 

after closing them down nor after reopening them. Ordinances were repeatedly 
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residents in Japan retained Japanese nationality until 1952, when the San Francisco 

Peace Treaty annulled it (even after they were registered as foreigners under the 

Alien Registration Ordinance in 1947). Nevertheless, in reality, differentiation 

existed. While Japanese people were classified as naichi-jin (people of inner 

territory), the others (people from Korea, Taiwan, South Sakhalin, the Kwantung 

Leased Territory, and so forth) were classified as gaichi-jin (people of external 

territories). The 1965 Korea-Japan Normalization Treaty for the first time made a 

distinction between 'Hanguk' (South Korea) and 'Chosen.' Hanguk was a 'nationality' 

and 'Chosen' became an area of birth. To be categorized as 'South Korean,' they had to 

change their legal status from 'a person from Chosen' to 'South Korean.'

Mr. Kwak then gave a brief presentation on the present situation of Koreans in 

Japan and their identity issue. There are approximately five hundred throusand 

registered Koreans (both from South and North Korea) at present. Including non-

registered individuals, the number should be doubled. According to one estimate, there 

may be about 1.6 to two million people of Korean origin in Japan. In the legal sense, 

despite the 1995 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, there is no legislation in Japan to support the human rights of 

foreigners. Ethnic education that would nurture identity is not protected by laws. 

Socially, however, with more than one hundred eighty-five million foreigners, 

Japanese society—which has traditionally been very exclusive—is gradually 

fostering a more accepting atmosphere towards foreigners as their neighbors. In 

2002, there was a debate whether or not to give foreign permanent residents suffrage 

at the municipal level, and sixty to seventy per cent of those polled answered 

positively. 

Finally, Mr. Kwak briefly reviewed the currents of Korean social movements in 

Japan, to wit: the movement against systematic discrimination in late 1945-late and 

the 1970's; the diversification of the movement (to include educational and human 

rights issues, and so forth) in the 1980's and 1990's; and the generalization of 

Koreans in Japan as a part of the foreign residents in Japanese society. 

Ms. Ko observed that education has taken on a symbolic status. Many students 

of Korean high schools also attend night schools, take correspondence courses, or 

take 'daiken' (university entrance qualification certification examination) to be 

qualified for applying to Japanese national universities. For these students, 

maintaining their Korean identity and surviving in Japanese society are equally 

important. Many parents send their children to ethnic-specific schools so that they 

will not feel the need to hide their identity.
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will not feel the need to hide their identity.



ANNEX D.10

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS: 

Briefing and discussion on the United States military presence 

in Okinawa, at the Headquarters of United States Marine Corps 

and at the US Consulate 

AT CAMP BUTLER, the headquarters of the Marine Corps, the Fellows were shown a 

video program entitled “Reaching Out to Okinawa,” which was produced as 

promotional material for the US military bases on Okinawa, primarily addressing 

Japanese citizens. The video stressed the importance of the US military presence on 

Okinawa for security reasons. Okinawa's geographical proximity to East Asian 

countries, where—from the US perspective—possible threat may emanate, makes 

Okinawa a 'keystone' for regional security and stability. The video insists that any 

failure on the part of Japan to cooperate with the US military would undermine its 

commitment to regional security. It also emphasized the economic, educational, 

communal, cultural, and environmental contributions of the US military to Okinawa. 

It made a point to say that the US military annually spends $1.4 million in the local 

economy, and that the bases are the second largest employer on Okinawa. 

Colonel Ron Yowell, Assistant Chief of Staff of MCB G-5, in a briefing, said that 

US Government's post-Cold War attempts to downsize its military power have not 

been successful, partly due to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and the 9/11 terrorist 

attacks. On the contrary, the US military is now approximately three times busier 

than at the end of the Cold War, because regional and national conflicts and 

competition for resources did not vanish with the fall of the Soviet Union. In this 

region, for instance, there are threats posed by China and North Korea, Colonel Yowell 

said. Japan is a suitable nation for hosting the U.S. military because, firstly, Japan and 

the United States are allies; and secondly, Japan is politically and economically stable. 

Echoing the message of the video, Colonel Yowell stressed the economic contributions 

of US military to Okinawa, as well as the environmental strategies being taken to 

preserve Okinawa's natural heritage.

Colonel Yowell believes that anti-base feeling is strong only among a minority 

of the Okinawan people. He believes that the US military presence is accepted locally, 

and that the Japan-US alliance itself has support. He furthermore expressed the 

opinion that “most people are fond of Americans,” and that they merely want the bases 

reduced. He cites the following figures: forty to forty-five percent of the Okinawan 

issued—and bills introduced and passed into law—that for a long time would prevent 

schools that promoted and provided Korean ethnic education from being 

acknowledged as regular schools, or even as 'kakushu' schools ('miscellaneous 

schools').

Currently, Korean ethnic schools are categorized under 'miscellaneous 

schools,' meaning they are not accredited as 'regular schools.' This status deprives 

them of governmental subsidies and of the right to apply for national-funded schools. 

These schools are not allowed to use the term 'Elementary School' or 'Junior High 

School.' It was only seven years ago that the students of Korean ethnic schools finally 

became eligible for the student discount for commuter passes. Four United States Sub-

commissions on human rights have urged the Japanese Government to certify 

Korean schools as regular schools to no avail, while accrediting 'international 

schools' as regular schools.  

But the Korean residents in Japan have managed to maintain their schools. 

Since Korean ethnic-specific schools receive no governmental subsidies, the parents 

of students are financially burdened to keep their children in these schools. The 

curriculum and the textbooks are all designed by Korean teachers. This pedagogy 

regards both North and South Korea as one nation, and therefore they educate the 

students as 'Koreans,' not as North Koreans or South Koreans. 

The students of Korean ethnic schools became targets of harassment or 

violence every five years or so for various political reasons. After the 'abduction issue' 

became a high-impact problem between Japan and North Korea, and ever since the 

Japanese media labeled North Koreans as 'evil,' Korean residents, particularly female 

students, have experienced both overt and invisible harassment nationwide. Some 

students felt forcibly discouraged from wearing their traditional Korean-style 

uniforms for fear of being harassed. 

Outrage against private and institutional discrimination have kept the Korean 

residents of Japan focused on the survival of the Korean ethnic-specific schools.
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ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Lecture and discussion on “The Japan-US Security Treaty and 

Okinawa” by Professor Gabe Masaaki, at the University of the 

Ryukyus

PROFESSOR GABE MASAAKI of the University of the Ryukyus presented an overview 

of issues concerning the US bases in Okinawa, in five dimensions, namely: occupation 

area; investment; size; free use; and host nation support.

The landing of the US forces on Kerama Island on March 26 marked the 

beginning of the Battle of Okinawa that lasted for three months. It was also the start 

of the US occupation of Okinawan land. The US military came ashore on Okinawa's 

main island in April, and on June 20 of the same year, after devastating battles swept 

the island, the US declared the defeat of the Japanese Army and the occupation of the 

entire island of Okinawa. The suicide of the Japanese commanding general ended the 

three-month Battle of Okinawa. Since then, the US government has invested 

substantial financial resources in Okinawa to rebuild the land—not only US bases 

and roads—but all the infrastructure in Okinawa, including sewage and electricity, 

was also constructed by the US with American taxpayers' money. Even after 

Okinawa reverted to Japanese sovereignty in 1972, the US military bases remained 

in Okinawa, and they were reluctant to give up what they had built, investing their 

own money. 

Another factor that makes Okinawa the best possible location for the US to 

maintain its bases is Okinawa's geographical and demographical dimensions. The size 

of the island (0.6% of Japanese land), the population of Okinawa (1.3 million people), 

the size of the US military operation, and the number of Americans (fifty-five 

thousand, including families and dependents) make Okinawa an ideal setting. It is big 

enough to build bases in and to secure a labor force, and small enough to make 

Americans a major presence in the area, creating a comfortable living environment 

for them. The US forces also prefer to remain in Okinawa because of the privilege and 

special status they enjoy there. Usually, when US military forces are stationed in 

foreign territories, their actions and operations are restricted by local legislation and 

regulations. In the case of Okinawa, however, due to its occupation history, they have a 

completely free use of their bases, with no intervention from the Japanese 

Government over their operations. Naturally, they have to follow local regulations 

people wish for either reduction or a total removal of the US bases, and twenty to 

thirty per cent of them think the status quo is fine. 

Mr. Stephen A. Town, Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff of Camp Butler—in a 

brief 'windshield tour' around Camp Foster—pointed out the features of a community 

which functions as a support base, hosting a residential area for two thousand Marine 

Corps personnel and seven thousand family members; with schools, public facilities, 

hospital, shops and restaurants, and so forth. The public and recreational facilities, 

shops, and restaurants are identical to similar establishments in the United States. 

Mr. Town explained that by doing so, they are creating a homelike environment on the 

base, a zone of contentment that hopefully has a deterrent effect with regard to the 

potential for crime and misdemeanor. Mr. Town also made a point of the strict 

regulations imposed upon the soldiers stationed in Okinawa, and about the reduced 

statistics on crimes committed by US military personnel.

Mr. Bruce Nelson, Officer of the Public Affairs Section of the US Consulate 

General in Naha gave a briefing that covered the demographic, geographical, political, 

and economic status of Okinawa—positioned as the “Keystone of the Pacific.” The 

Okinawa bases are to provide deterrence and permit active, cost-effective engagement 

with regional partners, given the lack of a collective security structure in the region, 

according to Mr. Nelson.

In Mr. Nelson's view, Okinawans have ambivalent views toward US bases: 

while they are agonized by the presence of the bases, they are also economically 

dependent on them. Mr. Nelson also touched upon the local media and the role that the 

Consulate General is playing in Okinawa.

At the end of the discussion, Mr. Nelson reluctantly admitted that few US 

soldiers are actually ready to sacrifice their lives to protect of Japan and its people. 

Thus, to the US, the revision of the Japanese Constitution is more than welcome, so 

that the Japanese Self-Defense Forces could be more involved in military actions in 

cooperation with the US military. 
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MS. TAKAZATO focused her presentation on actions against the United States 

military facilities waged by groups of Okinawan women. She spoke with emphasis on 

the prevention of violence against women. She began by citing the United Nations 

Women's Conference held in Beijing in 1995, where the Platform for Action was 

signed and adopted. 

Prior to this conference, she recalled having checked the draft of the Platform; 

and recognized that among its twelve categories (including woman's rights, media 

and environment, and women's health categories), one clause specifically states that 

violence against women during conflicts and war will be regarded as war crimes. This 

was acknowledged in the Vienna World Conference on Human Rights in 1993, as well 

as at the General Assembly of the UN in December 1993. However, Ms. Takazato said, 

her group observed that a position with respect to the particularities of the situation 

of Okinawan women “was missing.” While the Platform for Action described the many 

conditions suffered by women in zones of conflict (including violence against women 

under foreign occupation, invasion or colonization), there was no mention of violence 

against women under long-term military presence. 

Ms. Takazato pointed out that despite a strong request addressed to the 

Gender Equality Bureau of the Office of the Prime Minister of Japan, the term 'long-

term military presence' was not included in the final draft of the Platform. Okinawan 

women took one year to prepare for the Beijing Conference, carrying eleven 

workshops which were all related to women's condition in Okinawa (aging, 

environmental, and peace issues, among others). Ms. Takazato herself prepared for 

the workshop on 'Military Sexual Violence against Women.' Back from Beijing, their 

delegation was confronted with the incident in which three US soldiers allegedly 

raped a twelve year old girl. 

She narrated what transpired after that incident: “It was not the first case 

and we knew it was not going to be last, so we decided we would no longer stay in 

silence, because silence in a way complements violence. So we committed ourselves 

[to] rallies, gatherings and protest marches. We also organized the group, 'Okinawa 

ANNEX D.12

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Presentation by Takazato Suzuyo, “Anti-Base Movement in 

Okinawa from the Women's Perspective”

outside the bases, but the Japanese police have no jurisdiction over crimes committed 

on the bases or those committed between or among US soldiers. 

The Government of Japan (GOJ) financially supports the operation of the US 

forces in the name of  the 'Host Nation Support' concept. More than fifty percent of 

the US military operation in Japan is absorbed by the GOJ—making it the largest 

contributor to the US military forces, of all American allies in the world. Japan also 

provides military cooperation to the US forces. The Japan Air Self Defense Forces 

(SDF) and the Maritime SDF are closely connected to the US military operation. A 

careful analysis of what the US military possesses (strategic bombers, for example) 

and what they do not (surface-to-air missiles, for instance) in Okinawa, however, 

reveals that the mission of the US forces in Japan is not to defend it, but to deploy them 

to other areas in case of emergency. 
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individual military soldiers' crimes.” 

In December 1995, however, following the outcry generated by the rape of the 

girl, this booklet was revised precisely to encompass off-duty criminal behavior. Ms. 

Takazato commented further that today's statistical record on military-related 

crimes is accessible only as issued by the Okinawa Police Department every year; and 

that according to this information, US military personnel have only committed to 

three to five cases a year. “Which is far from reality,” Ms. Takazato said. But: “When 

those journalists asked me what the official data was, I had to say three to five rape 

cases a year according to this official data… and they would say Okinawa is the safest 

place!” These circumstances made clear the urgency and importance of working on 

the compilation of data. 

Citing a parallel situation, Ms. Takazato stressed the numbers of women 

kidnapped and raped in Iraq today: during the month of August 2003 alone, 400 cases 

were counted. “Since Iraq is an Islamic country, those who were raped—and their 

family—feel shame. Some were even killed by their fathers, and some cannot 

report…The others hide in their houses, unable to appear in public or go to school. 

This is exactly what happened during and after the Battle of Okinawa—which lasted 

for three months. On March 26, 1945, the US military first landed on the Okinawa 

Island. On that very day, a rape case occurred on the island.” 

“As you can see from the list of crimes, the three-month battle was not just 

about shooting. Women's bodies were also battlefield. They were raped and kidnapped, 

and it would continue very severely during and after the Korean War. By the 1950's, 

they had already started constructing military bases in Okinawa, and troops were 

deployed from Okinawa to Korea.” 

Ms. Takazato asserted “When they came back, they were so cruel, and their 

cruelty went into the local community. Crimes occurred not only around the base 

areas, but also all over Okinawa Island. If you look at the newspapers of this period, 

you can find three or four incidents in one paper. Rapes occurred at random, including 

the rapes of a nine-month-old baby girl and a mother carrying her baby on the back. 

Most of the women were kidnapped by groups of two to six soldiers, armed with guns 

or knives. They even brought women to the bases, where a bigger group of more than 

twenty soldiers was waiting to rape the women.” Many rapes resulted in pregnancies. 

The mothers of these mixed-race babies were divorced by their husbands, among 

other tragic developments. Ms. Takazato says that in most cases, the perpetrators 

were not found. 

She relates: “During the Korean War period, in small communities, boys took 

Women Act against Military Violence.' On one occasion, we held a gathering that 

around three hundred women attended. When we were divided into small groups for 

discussions, some women testified for the first time that they had been raped, or they 

knew someone who were raped and committed suicide afterwards. For a long time 

these tragic incidents had been kept secret as personal matters. So when these 

stories came out, we felt the urge to listen to these women. The rape case of the twelve 

year old girl caught much worldwide media attention. Many journalists came to 

Okinawa, and some of them asked me how many cases like this we had had. Having 

been a social worker for seven years, I have met many women who worked as 

prostitutes during Vietnam War, and I heard their experiences, but I could not just give 

[the journalists] data: how many and how much. This led us to work on a listing of the 

incidents of abuse. Just then, we planned to go to the US, because we wanted the 

American to know what their troops were doing on foreign soil. Also, I wanted to know 

how much they really knew the truth. So we organized a group of thirteen women and 

visited four cities in the US.” 

The data sheets Ms. Takazato showed the Fellows were initially prepared for 

that visit. At the start, the data gathered from newspaper and magazine articles, and 

personal allegations, comprised only six pages in chronological order. She continued: 

“We needed to work on this was because we as women, even men I think, knew that 

anonymous crimes had occurred in the past. That number is far beyond other crimes. 

Because of the SOFA (Status of Forces Agreement) and Japanese Criminal Law 

(which provides that sexual assault as an offense is subject to prosecution only upon 

complaint or shinkoku zai)—and also because of our patriarchal system—rape 

crimes were often concealed or trivialized, and the victimized women were even 

accused for being raped. It also had been the case that raped people, especially women, 

felt ashamed to report to the Police or appeal to the Court. So the number of rape 

incidents which should be the highest…remained the lowest and invisible.” 

Since the year of reversion (1972), the Okinawa Prefectural Government has 

issued a booklet annually, entitled “Present Condition of US Military and the Problem” 

(Okinawa no Kichi no Genjo to Kadai). Ms. Takazato notes that, “In that booklet, the 

personal crimes committed by US soldiers were not listed as their official crimes or 

accidents.” She points out the reason: “It is because the SOFA states that official 

crimes or accidents should be committed during on-duty hours, meaning that crimes 

committed during off-duty hours were considered as personal crimes. Therefore, even 

the Prefectural Government only listed down the on-duty accidents and crimes, such 

as air pollution, life ammunition drill accidents or military vehicle crimes, but not the 
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about shooting. Women's bodies were also battlefield. They were raped and kidnapped, 
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the rapes of a nine-month-old baby girl and a mother carrying her baby on the back. 
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Women Act against Military Violence.' On one occasion, we held a gathering that 

around three hundred women attended. When we were divided into small groups for 

discussions, some women testified for the first time that they had been raped, or they 

knew someone who were raped and committed suicide afterwards. For a long time 

these tragic incidents had been kept secret as personal matters. So when these 

stories came out, we felt the urge to listen to these women. The rape case of the twelve 

year old girl caught much worldwide media attention. Many journalists came to 

Okinawa, and some of them asked me how many cases like this we had had. Having 

been a social worker for seven years, I have met many women who worked as 

prostitutes during Vietnam War, and I heard their experiences, but I could not just give 

[the journalists] data: how many and how much. This led us to work on a listing of the 

incidents of abuse. Just then, we planned to go to the US, because we wanted the 

American to know what their troops were doing on foreign soil. Also, I wanted to know 

how much they really knew the truth. So we organized a group of thirteen women and 

visited four cities in the US.” 

The data sheets Ms. Takazato showed the Fellows were initially prepared for 

that visit. At the start, the data gathered from newspaper and magazine articles, and 

personal allegations, comprised only six pages in chronological order. She continued: 

“We needed to work on this was because we as women, even men I think, knew that 
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Because of the SOFA (Status of Forces Agreement) and Japanese Criminal Law 

(which provides that sexual assault as an offense is subject to prosecution only upon 

complaint or shinkoku zai)—and also because of our patriarchal system—rape 

crimes were often concealed or trivialized, and the victimized women were even 

accused for being raped. It also had been the case that raped people, especially women, 

felt ashamed to report to the Police or appeal to the Court. So the number of rape 

incidents which should be the highest…remained the lowest and invisible.” 

Since the year of reversion (1972), the Okinawa Prefectural Government has 

issued a booklet annually, entitled “Present Condition of US Military and the Problem” 

(Okinawa no Kichi no Genjo to Kadai). Ms. Takazato notes that, “In that booklet, the 

personal crimes committed by US soldiers were not listed as their official crimes or 

accidents.” She points out the reason: “It is because the SOFA states that official 

crimes or accidents should be committed during on-duty hours, meaning that crimes 

committed during off-duty hours were considered as personal crimes. Therefore, even 

the Prefectural Government only listed down the on-duty accidents and crimes, such 

as air pollution, life ammunition drill accidents or military vehicle crimes, but not the 
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almost choked to death, because after coming back from Vietnam, soldiers would have 

nightmares and their hands instinctively went to the women sleeping next to them. 

Even during the daytime, it is said that for women, going to the toilet alone was a 

suicidal act, because they would likely be raped.” 

Ironically, “ordinary people's lives became a little bit safer compared to right 

after the war, thanks to these women.” A 1969 survey estimated that seven thousand 

four hundred Okinawan women between sixteen to sixty years of age—of a total 

island population of nine hundred thousand—worked in the sex trade. The 

calculations for the period indicated that, if one woman earned twenty dollars per 

night (from five dollars per session), the total amount of the earnings from 

prostitution would have been well above the income from sugarcane or pineapple 

production. “The whole society of Okinawa was fed by these women. They were the 

ones who were pushed into frontline to earn dollars and defend other society 

members. Women who lived in those times are still suffering from trauma, and some 

cannot even sleep with the fear of violence.”

With the improvement in the economic condition of Okinawa in the last 

quarter of the twentieth century, and with the change in the US military changed their 

military system from conscription to voluntary enlistment, the social conditions took 

on a different complexion. The so-called 'poverty draft' which recruited African 

Americans, Mexican Americans, and Puerto Ricans, generally could not afford to go to 

brothels. “So they just get junior or senior high schools girls…Soldiers stationed in 

Okinawa go to discos or public beaches and make friends with local girls, but it 

actually means they are trying to get free sex and free food…One time in 2000, two 

women became intimate with a soldier and they were staying at his room, and while 

one of the women went to the bathroom, his roommate raped the other girl. In this 

case, the woman who was raped did not want to report because she was so ashamed. 

But her friend reported it to the military police; they did not want to report it to the 

Japanese police. This went to the military court, and the criminal was sentenced four 

years in prison. This was one of many examples, and we don't know what's really 

happening inside the base. Outside of the base, the SOFA is still preventing US military 

personnel from being prosecuted. If majority of the crimes are happening to women, 

the SOFA should say something about how to accuse criminals or how to protect 

women. But it is an unequal agreement and it fails to do so. Because of this, even if a 

crime is reported, the Japanese police cannot arrest the suspect. In 1995, when the 

rape case occurred, US and Japan agreed that in case of severe crimes, they would 

accept the arrest of suspects before they were entitled. Still, they are so reluctant to 

turns to warn the whole village that soldiers were coming…and the women would 

hide inside the houses. Some women even had a place to hide under the floor. Many 

women in Okinawa went through such an experience…they still feel that it is a 

personal tragedy. During the three-month Battle of Okinawa, about one hundred ten 

thousand Japanese military personnel were stationed in Okinawa to defend the 

southern-most boundary of Japan. For these troops, a total of one hundred thirty-

three military brothels were constructed. As the troops moved, they also took these 

women and used nice houses of ordinary people as comfort stations. It is assumed 

that around a thousand Korean women were brought to Okinawa to work as comfort 

women. Some were brought from China with soldiers. We don't have the exact number 

of how many of these women were able to return to their homes alive. Also, about four 

hundred to four hundred and fifty Okinawan women were used as comfort women, 

and they were those who used to be state-legalized prostitutes. We used to have a huge 

prostitution industry in Okinawa. In 1944, almost ninety per cent of Naha City was 

completely burned and devastated, including traditional legal brothels (tsuji). Until 

that time, only officers used those places, but after the whole area was burned, these 

women were taken to various areas all over Okinawa, and some places had both 

Korean and Okinawan women as comfort women.” 

At the Cornerstone of Peace (Heiwa-no-Ishiji) in Itoman, Ms. Takazato said: 

“you will see some blank stones with no names. These are for those Korean women 

who were forced to work as comfort women. Since they were forced to use Japanese 

names, their true names are not remembered. Because of such an awful, cruel 

situation, leaders of villages have felt the need to build some boundary to avoid 

violence. Starting in 1959, along the US military bases, brothels were built, and the 

ones who were pushed to work as prostitutes in these places were the women who lost 

their family and became orphans; women having been raped and now carrying babies; 

and widows whose husbands died during the war.” 

The situation persisted during the Vietnam War, when anonymous women 

worked as prostitutes. “Although the war itself took place in Vietnam, actually all the 

Asian countries in a way were forced to serve as 'rest and relaxation' (R&R) areas. 

When the soldiers came to Okinawa from Vietnam alive, they were so relieved, and at 

the same time angered and frustrated, they vented this frustration on women. So 

those days there were many brothels, and women took twenty to thirty customers a 

night. On paydays of the soldiers every other week, they had to take more customers. 

During Vietnam War, many women were raped and murdered, and some were found 

dead in ditches and rooms. I heard from many witnesses that many women were 
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ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Lecture on “Environmental Issues in Okinawa” by Architect 

Markishi Yoshikazu, and discussion with members of the lobby 

group Inochi o Mamoru-kai  

abide by this rule.” 

Ms. Takazato ended her presentation with comments about the unchanging 

potential for violence against women, despite the enormous changes in 

circumstances from the period after the Second World War and during the Vietnam 

War, on one hand, and today. She cites the final report of the Special Action Committee 

on Okinawa (SACO) which she says does not have any provision whatsoever for the 

reduction of troops. She was unequivocal: “We feel that the first thing to be done to 

avoid violence is the reduction and withdrawal of the US troops. Whenever an incident 

occurs, the US military promises that they will retrain their soldiers or they would 

give discipline. But how can they keep these promises?” 

The large numbers alone, in her view, mitigate against keeping those promises. 

The concentration of troops (twenty eight thousand, with sixty per cent from the 

Marine Corps) is already potential for social tension. “Since eighty per cent of the 

Marine Corps are aged between eighteen to twenty-two, their first military training is 

being conducted in Okinawa, lasting for six months.” Ms. Takazato does not believe 

there is a real possibility of complete discipline, particularly because the SOFA allows 

these soldiers to retain special status. 

“We urge that the SOFA be revised, especially from gender perspective,” Ms. 

Takazato asserted. “We see what's happening in Okinawa is linked to what's 

happening in Iraq now.” 

“It is a chain of violence. We need to stop the impunity of the soldiers. How 

many troops has the US government sent to foreign soils after the end of the Second 

World War? How many crimes have they committed? Yet, they have never officially 

taken their crimes. So we feel that the International Criminal Court, from which the 

US government withdrew, should play a more vital role.” 
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PRIOR TO MEETING with the members of a lobby group based in Henoko, Nago City, the 

Fellows had an opportunity to learn about base-related environmental issues in 

Okinawa, courtesy of Architect Makishi Yoshikazu, member of the Okinawa 

Environmental Network. He focused his presentation on issues surrounding the 

relocation of the Futenma Air Base. Architect Makishi asserted that the relocation of 

the Futenma Air Base in order to modernize and reinforce its function had long been 

planned by the US military (FROM the 1960's), who thus took advantage of the SACO 

(The Special Action Committee on Okinawa) Final Agreement in 1996 to further 

accelerate the plan. The new heliport, once completed, will deploy MV22-Osprey tilt-

rotors, which has a five-times longer flying range, twice faster in velocity, and three-

times in load capacity than current helicopters. Architect Makishi emphasized that 

not only will the heliport destroy the habitat for dugongs and the coral reef, it will also 

greatly increase the danger of air accidents. The MV22-Osprey is notorious for its 

high crash rate. 

The Fellows then headed to Henoko, Nago City, located on the east coast of 

Okinawa Island, to observe the planned site for the heliport and to meet with the 

members of the lobby group headed by Mr. Kinjo Yuji. At the makeshift bayside office of 

what is known as 'Inochi o Mamoru-kai'—a citizens' group formed to stop the 

construction of the planned heliport off Henoko Bay—Mr. Kinjo and his members 

expressed exasperation at the fact that their homeland has been figured as the 

'Keystone of the Pacific' against their interests and wishes. They are also against the 

US military plans to build yet another base on their land. 

Asked about their specific future plans or possible solutions, Mr. Kinjo did not 

hide his feeling of helplessness. More than half the population of Nago City voted 

against the construction of the heliport in the 1996 referendum, despite the campaign 

waged by the national government in behalf of the plan. But the result of the 

referendum has had no legally binding effect under the current Japanese 

Constitution. Speaking for the mostly elderly lobby group he heads, Mr. Kinjo offered 

the opinion that they should not place high expectations on younger activists, who 
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Visit to the 'Elephant's Cage' and meeting with 
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burdened with income generation. Nonetheless, Mr. Kinjo professed that he was proud 

of having been born an Okinawan, and of having lived throughout the prewar, wartime 

and postwar agony the island experience, and of having seen the re-establishment of 

peace on Okinawa. The group understands it to be their duty to pass peace onto the 

generations to come. For this cause, there is no stopping or turning back, Mr. Kinjo 

concluded. 

“ULTIMATELY, bases mean war,” when asked why he persistently opposes the US 

bases.

Mr. Chibana Shoichi is a Yomitan Village Assembly member, who owns a small 

piece of land (two hundred thirty-six square meters) on what is now the site for the US 

Navy's Sobe Communication Site, commonly known as the Elephant's Cage. The lease 

of his land expired on March 31, 1996, but the US military has kept occupying the land 

until now. As a countermeasure against Mr. Chibana and some other landowners' 

repeated appeals to the courts, the Japanese Government revised the Special Land 

Use Law in April 1997, enabling the US military to provisionally occupy land without 

the permission of the landowners, in order to fulfill its obligation under the Japan-US 

Security Treaty. What this revision implies, however, is that from April 1996, the 

Japanese Government had illegally occupied Mr. Chibana's land for one year. 

According to the current plan proposed by the Japanese government and the US 

military, Mr. Chibana's land should be returned to him in one and a half years, and he 

already has a development plan (agricultural and residential use) for his land. 

However, Mr. Chibana said that the past has taught him not to be too hopeful that 

things will go as planned. 

The meeting with Mr. Chibana and the Fellows was held at the open land 

outside the 'Elephant's Cage.’

ANNEX D.15

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visits to historical sites related to the Battle of Okinawa  

THE FELLOWS SPENT a day visiting several sites related to the Battle of Okinawa, 

guided by Ms. Une Etsuko, a 'Peace guide.' Between visits, Ms. Une briefed the Fellows 

about the historical background of Japan's colonial rule and its having been caught up 

in aggressive wars. She was particularly keen to narrate, from an Okinawan 

perspective, how her home island was used as a bulwark against the US Army and as 

the only Japanese battlefield in the Pacific War.

Haebaru Army Hospital, Haebaru

No sooner had the US Army landed on Okinawa Island in late March, 1945 than the 

students of two girls' high schools were mobilized as the Himeyuri Troops, to serve as 

nursing aides: attending wounded soldiers, removing dead soldiers to the exterior of 

the caves, and carrying food and water. The 'hospital,' within forty to fifty natural and 

man-made caves, had three main surgical facilities, and the Himeyuri students 

labored there until the end of May, when they were forcibly ordered to disband right 

after the Japanese forces decided to retreat further south. 

Very few of the girls survived.  

Abuchira Gama, Itokazu, Tamagusuku Village

In Okinawa, there are countless natural caves, called gama, which were used as 

shelters, temporary hospitals, and evacuation quarters during the Battle of Okinawa. 

Abuchira Gama in Itokazu is one such cave, where some of the Himeyuri troops 

worked as nursing aides. As more and more wounded soldiers were brought in, the 

civilians were pushed closer to the entrance. Abuchira gama is preserved as it was 

during the war, enabling visitors to gain some understanding of the horror of the 

lives inside the gama. The gama remains pitch-black and moist. What was the hospital 

area, mortuary, kitchen, storage, the isolation ward for soldiers with psychological 

traumas, shelters for civilians, and so forth, is empty, but redolent of the most 

intense suffering. 

206 U N E Q U A L   W O R L D S



ANNEX D.14

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the 'Elephant's Cage' and meeting with 

Chibana Shoichi  

burdened with income generation. Nonetheless, Mr. Kinjo professed that he was proud 

of having been born an Okinawan, and of having lived throughout the prewar, wartime 

and postwar agony the island experience, and of having seen the re-establishment of 

peace on Okinawa. The group understands it to be their duty to pass peace onto the 

generations to come. For this cause, there is no stopping or turning back, Mr. Kinjo 

concluded. 

“ULTIMATELY, bases mean war,” when asked why he persistently opposes the US 

bases.

Mr. Chibana Shoichi is a Yomitan Village Assembly member, who owns a small 

piece of land (two hundred thirty-six square meters) on what is now the site for the US 

Navy's Sobe Communication Site, commonly known as the Elephant's Cage. The lease 

of his land expired on March 31, 1996, but the US military has kept occupying the land 

until now. As a countermeasure against Mr. Chibana and some other landowners' 

repeated appeals to the courts, the Japanese Government revised the Special Land 

Use Law in April 1997, enabling the US military to provisionally occupy land without 

the permission of the landowners, in order to fulfill its obligation under the Japan-US 

Security Treaty. What this revision implies, however, is that from April 1996, the 

Japanese Government had illegally occupied Mr. Chibana's land for one year. 

According to the current plan proposed by the Japanese government and the US 

military, Mr. Chibana's land should be returned to him in one and a half years, and he 

already has a development plan (agricultural and residential use) for his land. 

However, Mr. Chibana said that the past has taught him not to be too hopeful that 

things will go as planned. 

The meeting with Mr. Chibana and the Fellows was held at the open land 

outside the 'Elephant's Cage.’

ANNEX D.15

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visits to historical sites related to the Battle of Okinawa  

THE FELLOWS SPENT a day visiting several sites related to the Battle of Okinawa, 

guided by Ms. Une Etsuko, a 'Peace guide.' Between visits, Ms. Une briefed the Fellows 

about the historical background of Japan's colonial rule and its having been caught up 

in aggressive wars. She was particularly keen to narrate, from an Okinawan 

perspective, how her home island was used as a bulwark against the US Army and as 

the only Japanese battlefield in the Pacific War.

Haebaru Army Hospital, Haebaru

No sooner had the US Army landed on Okinawa Island in late March, 1945 than the 
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during the war, enabling visitors to gain some understanding of the horror of the 

lives inside the gama. The gama remains pitch-black and moist. What was the hospital 

area, mortuary, kitchen, storage, the isolation ward for soldiers with psychological 

traumas, shelters for civilians, and so forth, is empty, but redolent of the most 

intense suffering. 
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ANNEX D.16

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Wrap-up session at the University of the Ryukyus  

THE FELLOWS HAD an open-ended discussion around the agendas that Professor 

Gabe suggested: firstly, an Asian perspective on the US military presence on Okinawa 

(and in Japan in general); secondly, security initiatives from Asia at a grassroots 

level; thirdly, the Fellows' impressions of the Japanese strategy in 1945 and on the 

Battle of Okinawa, and fourthly, ways of linking the present and the past for the future. 

Professor Gabe repeatedly emphasized the question of why only Okinawa 

must host bases; why not other areas in Japan, or even in other countries in the 

region. If the people in Asia truly feel that the US presence is important for the region, 

they should also contribute by sharing the social burdens hosting these US bases—a 

sentiment shared by many Okinawans. 

Professor Ohashi Masaaki pointed out that although it is important to share 

this burden, it is also true that Okinawa directly and indirectly depends on the base 

economy. The Japanese Government is making a great investment in public 

enterprises or infrastructural construction in Okinawa. Professor Ohashi argued 

that the very fact that the current Governor of Okinawa was elected—an individual 

who is well-known as a confrere of the central government—might indicate how the 

Okinawan people feel, i.e. they do not wish to lose the benefits and privileges. It might 

be said, he added, that the people in the mainland Japan are 'buying' security literally 

with money. 

Professor Gabe remarked about the tact and skill of the Japanese Government 

in relation to its strategy with the ODA. He also agreed that many Okinawans do have 

ambivalent views toward Americans and the Untied States. As Ms. Uehara, one of the 

survivors of the Himeyuri Troop testified, the American soldiers treated Okinawan 

people as human beings, but it is also true that they did cruel things. Nevertheless, 

there is a general understanding among Okinawans that the bases may be inimical to 

them in the long run. And, "We have never been asked to accept these bases," Professor 

Gabe added. 

Citing the deaths of the Himeyuri girls as case in point, Marian Pastor Roces 

pointed out the gaps in the notions of security—supranational, national, sub-
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national, personal security—because it is through at these gaps that people's lives 

are sacrificed. What notion of security, for example, rationalized the deaths of these 

girls? Pastor Roces also also pointed out that when 'identity' is discussed, it is almost 

always in terms of national identity, but she insisted that that is not sufficient. The 'in-

between-states' of identity do not come into view. But it is precisely at these blind 

spots where people are sacrificed, because their security matters less than national 

security or national identity. In the case of Okinawa, Okinawan security or identity 

appears to matter less than Japanese security or identity. 

Yang Guang offered that the peace movement in Okinawa needs more 

dimension, because at the present time, the focus seems narrowed down to the base 

operations and land right issues. Yang suggested that the Okinawan people should 

firstly look with greater depth at the historical background for the US military 

presence in Okinawa—and not just after 1945. Secondly, he suggested strategic 

thinking towards contesting or removing the rationales that give legitimacy to this 

military presence. He added that an economic dimension to the movement is also in 

order, because the reduction or removal of these bases will mean the creation of 

strategies to revitalize the regional economy and secure an alternative employment 

system. 

P. Sainath remarked that at present, there is no Asian perspective on the US 

military presence in the region. He suggests that all the bases have to be seen as a part 

of a vast networks of bases, and that the Okinawa bases must not be seen in isolation. 

Sainath argued that it is vital to determine how these bases or networks of bases are 

changing and how their relative value and significance are changing with the rapid 

changes that are taking place in this world, especially in Asia. There is need to ask 

whether the bases matter differently now, i.e. whether they gain an additional value or 

decline in value, in relation to geopolitics. 
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ANNEX D.17

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Seminar with Kato Mikio on the history of International House 

of Japan  

MR. KATO MIKIO, Executive Director of the International House of Japan (IHJ), held 

an open discussion with the Fellows, in which he expressed his personal views on such 

matters as the notions of identity and leadership and social change in Japan. The 

Fellows showed greatest interest in Mr. Kato's retelling of the history of IHJ, which 

was incorporated in 1952, and his personal commitment in his 44 years of affiliation 

with IHJ since 1959. 

Concerning identity, Mr. Kato argued that in Japan the notion of 'self' is "very 

weak," varying according to relationship or situation.  In fact the highest state of 

(spiritual) enlightenment is the total effacement of self, he added. 

Mr. Kato cited his favorite philosopher Lao-tzu on leadership. An ideal leader, 

he suggested, is someone whose presence is barely known, and when his or her aim is 

fulfilled, followers will say "We did this ourselves." He admitted that this kind of 

leadership does not prevail in Japan. But he emphasized that a leader should merely 

be a spokesperson of an institution, leaving internal matters in the hands of the 

followers. 

Mr. Kato also touched on the change Japanese society has witnessed since the 

end of the Second World War. After achieving great financial affluence by following 

Western models, Japan of the present time does not have any model to follow. He also 

believes that Japan has lost its national purpose, and that it is time for the country to 

reinvent itself. In his synthesis, Japanese society—which used to be a government-

centered society—is shifting itself toward a more multi-polar society. One indication 

is the fact that the Great Hanshin Earthquake gave the impetus to the central 

government to make it easier for private sector (NPO's and NGO's) actors to be 

established as a legally acknowledged institution.  

ANNEX D.18

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit to the Yasukuni Shrine, Yushu-kan Museum

INTENSE DISCUSSION on the Yasukuni Shrine and the controversial visits to the 

shrine by prime ministers during number of seminars, ultimately demanded a visit. 

Yasukuni Shrine, founded in 1869 to commemorate the spirits of those who died for 

the nation in various wars during the Meiji Restoration, has enshrined over 2.46 

million fallen soldiers as deities. 

A museum curator guided the Fellows through the Yushukan War Memorial 

Museum, renovated in the previous year. They went through the display of relics of the 

war dead and articles related to a series of wars beginning from the Edo Era through 

the Pacific War. The timbre of the museum exhibit is consistently nationalistic, and 

every single item in the museum justifies the wars which Japan has conducted as 

"inevitable acts for the defense of the nation and for the prosperity of the Asian 

region." It makes heroes of the fallen soldiers. 

The following comment, which Yang Guang made in the ALFP Public 

Symposium that took place one week after the Fellows' visit to the Shrine, well 

demonstrates the nature of the museum: "War responsibility, which is the root of the 

mistrust between Japan and some Asian countries including China, was not clear at 

Yushukan Museum. Everything is reduced to an incident; hence no war responsibility 

is involved." For example, Japan obviously invaded China from 1931, but the Sino-

Japanese War is merely cited as the 'China Incident' at the museum. Yang also pointed 

out that (West) Germany succeeded in changing its identity and opening a bright 

future not by denying, but by accepting its war responsibility.
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ANNEX D.19

ACCOUNTS OF VISITS AND BRIEFINGS 

Visit with Mr. Yamaguchi Tsuyoshi  

THE FELLOWS VISITED Mr. Yamaguchi Tsuyoshi, Member of the House of 

Representatives, on the last day of his first term as a Member of Congress; the Diet 

was to be dissolved the following day. A foreign service officer prior to his election 

(serving in China, Pakistan and the United Kingdom), Mr. Yamaguchi pursued his new 

career after acknowledging that politicians ultimately have more power than 

diplomats to effect change. He aid that he realized that regardless of hard work among 

diplomats, final decisions are made by the legislators in the National Diet. 

Joining the ranks of the decision-makers was to Mr.Yamaguchi vital, in light of 

his opinion that Japan is facing a number of pivotal decisions. 

Mr. Yamaguchi had a critical view of some of the policies of the Koizumi 

Administration and of the Liberal Democratic Party, particularly those that he 

believed were focusing almost entirely on the privatization of several key public 

corporations, namely, the Japan Highway Public Corporation and the Japanese Postal 

Service. He was of the view that more pressing issues need greater attention, such as 

security, economic and educational issues. Moreover, privatization, in his view, is 

inappropriate, and not in Japan's national interest. Mr. Yamaguchi also emphasized 

the importance of building an European Union-style Asian community for the peace 

and prosperity of the region, in which Japan should serve not as a leader, but as a 

"coordinator." 

The Fellows' questions focused on Mr. Yamaguchi's stand as well as the debates 

taking place in the Diet on various issues, including the issues of Okinawa, the 

Yasukuni Shrine, the Sino-Japanese relationship, Taiwan, the dispatching of the Self-

Defense Forces to Iraq, and so forth. He asserted that the Japan-US Security Treaty is 

critical to Japan, thus the 'Host Nation Support' status is a necessity to keep the US 

bases in Japan. Responding to P. Sainath's question about what threats he sees 

against which he would want the US bases and whether this kind of an alliance is 

contradictory to his vision of an Asian Community, Mr. Yamaguchi cited North Korea 

as a potential threat to Japan and insisted that the US can exercise a stabilizing effect 

on the state of current affairs. Marian Pastor Roces argued that such an Asian 

Community should be imagined from outside the perspective of the US, for it to work.

Regarding the Yasukuni issue, he expressed his opinion that going to the 

Yasukuni Shrine to pray for peace is all right, although a national non-religious 

institution like the Arlington National Cemetery is preferable. Yet, he believes that 

Prime Ministerial visits to Yasukuni do not mean that Japan will be remilitarized. 

Asked about the debates on China, Mr. Yamaguchi noted that the main focus 

now is the Chinese economy becoming bigger. Since much production is being shifted 

to China due to its cheap labor, the Japanese people are losing jobs. However, some 

pundits are arguing that in the future, the security issue may be a big problem 

between Japan and China. 

Concerning the Self-Defense Forces, Mr. Yamaguchi maintained that Japan 

should be able to engage in collective self-defense, but in order to do so, it is not 

necessary to revise the Constitution. All that is needed is to have a different 

interpretation of the Constitution. 

He ended his session on the positive note that Japanese politics will change in 

a few years. It is going to be more policy-oriented. 
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ANNEX F

The Roll of Resource Persons  

SAKAMOTO YOSHIKAZU 

Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
“Transnational Civil Society in the Age of Globalization”

FUJIWARA KIICHI

Professor, University of Tokyo
“The Fate of Illiberal Democracies”

MUSHAKOJI

Professor, Chubu University
“The War on Terror and Human Security: The Global Fascism and the

Criminalization of the Informal Communities”

MORI TATSUYA

Film Director, creator of the documentaries “A” and “A2”
“New Trend of Religion in Japan and the Role of Media: In the Case of AUM”

TAKAHASHI TETSUYA

Professor, University of Tokyo
“Nations and Sacrifice”

GAVAN McCORMACK

Professor, Australian National University
“Nationalism and a Discourse on Japanese Uniqueness”

KAYAMA RIKA

Psychiatrist/Associate Professor, Kobe Design University
“Petit Nationalism SyndromeThe Rise of Nationalism in Young Generation

and its Socio-Cultural Background”

MUTO ICHIYO

Co-President, People's Plan Study Group
“Post-War Social Movements in Japan With a Special Focus on US Military Base Issues”

OGAWA TADASHI

Director of Planning Division, The Japan Foundation
“Fundamentalism”

DODEN AIKO

News roadcaster, NHK/Ito Misako, Editor-in-Chief, Gaiko Forum
“Japan and International Media”

TANAKA AKIHIKO

Professor, University of Tokyo
“Knowing Other Viewpoints”

Interview with HON. YAMAGUCHI TSUYOSHI 
Member, The House of Representatives
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TAKAZATO SUZUYO

Naha Municipal Legislator
“Anti US Military Base Movement from the Women's Perspective” (In Okinawa)

The Fellows furthermore went as a group on field trips organized around 
their suggestions and common interests. These sites were:

Field Trip to Hiroshima/Kansai 
September 9-12, 2003

Moderated by Nagafuchi Yasuyuki 
Associate Professor, Nagoya Institute of Technology 

and Ohashi Masaaki
Professor, Keisen University

Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum 
(with a testimony by A-Bomb survivor, Ms. Matsubara Miyoko)

Organic Farm in Kobe, owned by Mr. Shibutani Fukio
Takatori Community Center in Nagata, Kobe

Kamagasaki/Nakanoshima in Osaka on the issue of homelessness in Japan
Guided by Mr. Yamada Minoru

Korean schools in Tsuruhashi Korean Town

Field Trip to Okinawa

Oct.10-13, 2003
Organized by Gabe Masaaki, Professor, University of the Ryukyus, and

Architect Makishi Yoshikazu, Okinawa Environmental Network
US Marine Corps Base (Camp Butler, Camp Foster)

US Consulate General in Naha
Meeting with Anti-base activists
Sites related to Battle of Okinawa

Visit Yasukuni Shrine 
with a special focus on Yushu-kan Museum 

Oct. 21

ANNEX G

Profiles of the ALFP 2003 Fellows 

 

Mr. Ham is one of the few Cambodian journalists and now researchers who can write 
in a critical way. He is currently the Assistant Director of the Cambodian Institute for 
Cooperation and Peace (CICP), an independent, neutral, and non-partisan research 
institute based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Besides conducting research, he facilitates 
conferences, seminars, and workshops within and outside the country, and he himself 
has been invited to numerous conferences abroad. Before joining the CICP in 2002, he 
was an associate editor of the Cambodia Daily (the only English-language daily in 
Cambodia) and has been active in writing about the mass media in Cambodia and 
about Cambodia's democratization. His responsibilities at the Cambodia Daily 
included reporting and helping expatriates in their Khmer communication in the 
Khmer cultural/historical context. 

HAM Samnang (Cambodia)

Assistant Director/Senior Research Fellow 

Cambodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace (CICP)

Research Interest: Media and Democratization in Cambodia

 
YANG Guang (China)

Professor and Director-General

Institute of West-Asian and African Studies

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Research Interest: China's Energy Security--with a Specific Focus on Oil Supply

Since 1978, Mr. Yang has been a researcher/professor at the Institute of West-Asian 
and African Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, where he currently serves 
as the Director-General; he is one of China's leading scholars in Middle Eastern 
Studies. He has published numerous articles and monographs on development, 
economics, and energy issues in Middle Eastern countries. His recent publications 
include “Development Report for the Middle East and Africa” (Social Scientific 
Documentation Publishing House, 1997-2003) and “The Social Security Systems of 
the West-Asian and African Countries” (The Publishing House of Reform, 2000). He 
also serves as executive president of two national associations, namely the Chinese 
Association for Middle East Studies and the Chinese Society for Asian and African 
Studies, both of which have hundreds of members. He received a master's degree in 
law from the Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1999. 
Having studied in Paris and Wisconsin, USA, in the 1980s, he has a good command of 
both English and French.
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Palagummi SAINATH (India)

Free-lance Journalist 

Research Interest: Mass Media versus Mass Reality

Hamid BASYAIB (Indonesia)

Writer/Activist, AKSARA Foundation

Research Interest: The Views of Indonesian's Islamic 

Fundamentalisms on Democracy

Mr. Sainath, one of India's leading journalists based in Mumbai, is committed to 
shedding light on marginalized people living in rural areas, and to bettering their 
condition through his reportage. After receiving a M.A. in history from Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, he launched his career as a journalist at the United News of India in 
1980. Later he joined the Blitz, a major South Asian weekly in Mumbai, where he 
worked as deputy chief editor for ten years until winning a Times of India fellowship 
in 1993 and setting out on two-year-long travels to the ten poorest districts in India. 
His reports during this period were published as the award-winning book Everybody 

Loves a Good Drought: Stories from India's Poorest Districts (Penguin, 1997). In the 
last decade, he has spent on average three-fourths of the year with village people, 
sending articles to various newspapers. The photographs he has taken in rural India 
have resulted in several highly acclaimed photo exhibitions. He has received 
numerous awards both within and outside India, including the Amnesty International 
Global Award for Human Rights Journalism in its inaugural year (2000).  

 

Mr. Hamid is one of the leading Muslim intellectuals who speak, with a great deal of 
courage and determination, for a radical reexamination of Islamic precepts, including 
the issues of Islamic law, an Islamic state and personal freedom. Currently, he is a 
writer and researcher for the Aksara Foundation, a non-profit organization 
contributing to the peaceful development of an intelligent and interactive civil society 
in Indonesia. Before joining the Aksara Foundation, he had been editor-in-chief of 
several magazines and daily newspapers since 1983. Not only is he a contributor to 
newspapers and magazines, but also he is often cited by the media for his insights into 
Indonesian politics. He has published several books on world and domestic politics. 
He conducted his graduate study at the Faculty of Political Science, University of 
Gadjah Mada.

 
NAKANO Yoshiko (Japan)

Research Assistant Professor, Department of Japanese Studies 

University of Hong Kong

Research Interest: The Transnational Flow of Japanese Products: 

A Hong Kong Perspective

Ms. Nakano is currently a research assistant professor in the Department of 
Japanese Studies of the University of Hong Kong, where she has initiated a number of 
innovative teaching programs in business, communication and media studies. She 
received her Ph.D. in sociolinguistics from Georgetown University, and has worked as 
a researcher for documentary programs produced by NHK (Japan Broadcasting 
Corporation). Her firsthand experience as a researcher for award-winning media 
programs is well-reflected in her later work: a co-edited volume Reporting Hong Kong: 

Foreign Media and the Handover (Curzon, 1999) provides an in-depth look at how the 
international media reported this Asian milestone, and her recent articles consider 
Japanese pop culture on Chinese campuses. She was an Abe Fellow in 2000-2001, a 
prestigious fellowship awarded to academics and professionals who are committed to 
research on pressing global issues.

 

CHUNG Chin-sung (Korea)

Professor, Department of Sociology, Seoul National University

Research Interest: Human Rights in Asia; Identity and Social Movements of 

Koreans in Japan

Ms. Chung is a well-known sociologist in Korea whose publications are also esteemed 
internationally. Having received her Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Chicago 
in 1984, she has taught sociology at several universities. She has also dedicated 
herself to gender and human rights issues on both the governmental and non-
governmental level. She has served as a member of several Advisory Committees for 
women's issues for the Korean national government, and also has been active in NGOs 
in such areas as the “comfort women,” those women who were drafted for military 
sexual slavery by Japan during the World War II. Wartime violence against civilians is 
one of her main interests, and she has published numerous books and papers on this 
matter both in Korean and English. Currently she is serving as an Alternate Member 
of the United Nations Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human 
Rights.
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Supara JANCHITFAH (Thailand)

Reporter/Writer for the Bangkok Post

Research Interest: In Search of a 'Minority Report'

As an investigative reporter/writer for the "Perspective" section of the Bangkok Post, 
Ms. Supara conducts in-depth research and interviews, with special emphasis on 
environmental and social issues. She holds a master's degree in Rural Development 
Management from the University of the Philippines, and before joining the Bangkok 

Post in 1993, she had been involved with NGOs in the fields of community 
development, agricultural and rural management, and women's development. She has 
spent years working in the field to gain a deeper understanding of conflicts caused by 
governmental development and the people's perspective on its effects. Among 
numerous honors, she recently received the 2001 Human Rights Press Award from 
Amnesty International Thailand for her outstanding and consistent reporting on 
human rights issues, including the rights of children, tribal people, refugees and 
women. She also won the Reuters Fellowship, which enabled her to conduct research 
at the University of Oxford in 1999-2000.

 
Marian Pastor ROCES (Philippines)

Critic and Independent Curator; President, Tao, Inc.

Research Interest:  A Critique of “Heritage”: The Aestheticized Construction 

of the Past in Service of Current Power Arrangements

Ms. Roces is an independent curator and critic who works, lectures and writes 
internationally. Her theoretical work is grounded in the politics of cultural 
representation, mainly in museums, but also in relation to larger agendas dealing 
with indigenous cultures, the traumas of modernization, and power as it operates in 
urbanization. She is also the president of Tao, Inc., a corporation specializing in the 
development of museum and exhibition projects, and cultural planning and 
management, focused by a social justice agenda. Her recent curatorial work includes 
“Sheer Realities: Body, Power and Clothing in 19th Century Philippines” (Asia Society, 
New York City, 2000); “Laon-Laan,” which deals with the politics, science, and culture 
of rice in the Philippines (National Museum, 2003); and “Science Fictions,” a major 
international exhibition of contemporary artists who are critiquing the orders of 
knowledge promoted by specific sciences (Earl Lu Gallery, Asian Civilizations 
Museum, Singapore Art Museum, and the Esplanade, Singapore, 2003).
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